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PREFACE. 


HE Editor of the following 
- Sheets preſents them to the 
Public, as a Picture of human Life 
taken from Nature, and but little 
heightened by the Colourings of 
Art.— The Story, which is the Sub- 
ject of them, drew ſome of its moſt 
affecting Circumſtances from the 
baneful Influence of Party Preju- 
dice, at that time, prevailing in this 
3 King- 


— — 


vi Ane 


Kingdom. —At a Period like this, - 


when ſuch unhappy Prejudices are 


revived, it would not be Matter of 


extraordinary Wonder if even Bio- 
graphers ſhould write Politics; but 


as he who has prepared this little 


Work for the Prefs, pretends to no 


tents himſelf with only ſaying, That 


heheartily joins with one of the moſt 


reſpectable Characters in the Piece, 


© bitterly to execrate all Diſcord 
and Party-Rage, and to wiſh 


them for ever baniſhed from the 
« Dwellings of Men. 1 


A Wien lire (hue: | becomes /a 
—_—_ Cc Pa- 
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PLACE Wil 
Patriot, it becomes an honeſt Man, 
it becomes a Chriſtian ; and it is not, 
perhaps, too bold an Aſſertion to ſay, 
that he who wiſhes it not, what- 
ever may be his ſpecious Pretences, 
is a Foe to Human Kind, and an 
pens to his Country. Me 
"'Mven more might be ſaid on 
this Head, but that I am not en- 
tirely of the ſame Opinion with that 
Gentleman, who, being alked by his 
Friend, on whit Subject he ſhould 
write his Preface, replied, « Why, 
by on any Subject, provided it bears 
no Relation to the Work ; for, 
-1 ee he, I hate 2 


22 


mm Putri ce 
0 —If you have written well, there 
needs none; and if ill, they are 
Nothing to the Purpoſe. 34 

"Now, with all ' Submiſſion to 
this Gentleman's] adgement, I can- 
not help obſerving, that theſe Pre- 
fatory Diſcourſes are often of Sera 
vice to a Piece, by introducing the 
Author,” as it were, to the Ac- 
quaintance of his Readers; fo r in 
theſe he ſpeaks as from himſelf; 
and holds a Kind of Converſation 
with them about the Merits of the 
Performance. But if he writes a 
whiniſical Introduction, which bears 
no Relation to it, he muſt depend 
os . on 


Px nr. 4 Gn ix 
on the Caprice of the Reader for 
its Reception; and it is not un- 
| common for whimſical People to 
differ widely in their Fancies, in 
which Caſe the Author may be 
little the better for his Drollery, 
if it does not hit the Taſte of thoſo 
for whom it i is intended. TEIN ee Ol 

Tur great DRYDEN was not, 
perhaps, more famous for any. 
of his Works, than for his Pre- 
faces, many of which contain 
much Inſtruction and Entertain- 
ment, Abundance of ſound Senſe 
and excellent Criticiſm.— Theſe. 
when prefixed even to his indiffe· 
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rent Performances, I believe, ſel- 


dom fail to prejudice the Reader in 


his F avour, and even make him 


willing to overlook many Places in 


which that great Man has tranſgreſs- 


ed his own Rules, and ſtands con- 
demned at * Bar os his! own 
Judgement. en 
Bur it Il as cbiedted, that 
there are many Perſons who never 
read theſe . Introductions to a 
Work. If this be admitted as a 
Reaſon for not writing them, then 


the ſame may be ſaid of every moral 


Reflexion contained in theſe Pieces. 
And, indeed, I can recollect that, 
there 
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Pr A GE. Xi 
there was a Time when I was very 
apt to leap over. thoſe Reflexions for 
the Sake of coming the ſooner to 
the End of any favourite Story ; but 
then it is to be remembered, that: 


this was only in my Juvenile Years; 


and J have ſince peruſed theſe very 
Paſſages with Pleaſure, and thought 
them the greateſt Ornaments to the 
Works they were placed in. 
BESsIDESs, as every one owes ſome 


Reſpect to his Patrons and Superi- 


ors, and as the Public are confeſ- 
ſedly the Patrons of Authors, it 
would be rather rude in the latter, 
to introduce themſelves without 


ſome 


11 PR EF AC E. 

ſome Ceremony it "tay" not then 
be amiſs to conſider a Preface as the 
Compliments an Author pays to the 
World on his Appearance in it in 4 
literary Character, and fuck an one as 


the Editor of this Work, Un that | 


Principle, — it not W e to 
diſpenſe with. ha. 


As to the Series Elea which 


ate here collected into a Hiſtory, the” 


Style 2ppears to be generally ſuch as 
flows from the Feelings of the Heart, 
rather expreſſive than correct, _ 
clear than lofty. If there ſeem to 
be any abrupt Tranſitions in regard 
to the Incidents, they are only ſuch 


as 
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as. muſt naturally ariſe from this 
epiſtolary Method of Story- Telling. 

The Sentiments and Reflexions ap- 
pʒtearing to me to want little Amend 
ment, 1 haye left them moſtly as 1 
aun Weg, deut only tha. 

* Hhaye.now and then pruned an Ex- 
i uberancy, and ſometimes. altered a: 
q Sentence. for the Sake of 2+ more 
muſical Period. The Characters 
for the moſt Part ſcem to be mark» 

ed and preſerved, the Discovery 
from whence the Piece takes its 
Name intereſting and affecting, 
and the Moral annexed to it clear 
and obvious. It ſhews that Vice 
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is always productive of Miſery, 


and ſometimes by ſuch unaccount- 


able Means as may be ſet up tor 
Monuments to warn ſucceeding 
Times and other Generations, 
WiIrn regard to the Share I 
claim to myſelf, it can be but very 


little, ſince I only collected and 


digeſted the Writings of others, 
and committed them to the Preſs, 
with a Deſign to make them 
uſeful , and entertaining, either of 
which, if they ſhould prove to be, 
it will be Matter of Satisfaction to 
me, and I ſhall not think my Labour 
OS So 
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Page | 3 Line 7, for Lovemore, read Lovegrove. 
12, for Lucy, read Nancy. 

1 — 4, for l IO, read July 16. 

146 21, for Soul's active Spirit, cad Soul and active 
|; Spirit. 

185 19, for chuſed, read choſen. 

5 i „ fer are long, read exe long. 

for ſame, read ſcene. 
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LETT AAA 


Miſs ma: 8 — to Miſs Erni 


CxLsw T. e "IP 
| April 10. 


M I LY, my hay Emily! it is an 
age, methinks, ſince I have heard 
from you. Oh! I could chide you, but 
that it does not indeed become me to 
check my fair friend for not employing 
thoſe hours on me, which perhaps ſhe 
is deyoting to ſome nobler purpoſes ; for 
"VO 1. B well 


2 Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


well I know the dear partner of my 
heart cannot be ill employed: I could 
almoſt venture a ſtep farther, and ſay, 


ſhe cannot be idle. But, flattery apart, 


I am always ready to think ſome affair 
of importance engroſſes your attention, 
when thus you forget your Sophy. You 
ſee, child, I pay two compliments in a 
breath; one to you, and the other to 
myſelf ; but then, poſitively, that to you 
is the greateſt. 


Now, Venus be thanked | What a 
thought has, on the ſudden, ſhot itſelf 
into my unaccountable head! Come 


now, confeſs, is it not ſo? Are not you 


ſo very much taken up with your new 
ſuitors, that you cannot ſpare a moment 
for your friend ? On my conſcience, I 
believe I ſhould be apt to be abſent too 
in ſuch a caſe. 
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Bur, pray now, Emily, which of the 
two has the preference in your eyes; 
the ſtiff, formal forty, of your mother's 
choice, or the gay, lively, amorous (don't 


_ quarrel with the laſt word, for poſi- 


tively it ſhall go) twenty-five, of mine ? 
It is very ſtrange indeed, that Mr. Love- 
more, ſuch as he ſeems, ſhould have 
been encouraged to addreſs you during 
your father's life-time, and now have 
the doors ſhut in his face by your 
mother. Now tell me, truly, daes 
not this kind of conduct work ſtrangely 
upon the woman in your temper, and 


incline you to be a little refractory, as 


my aunt calls it? I am ſure it would not 
fail to have ſuch an effect upon me. 


Bur what is the matter, now I think 
of aſking, that your courteous knight 
does not call on me, as whilom he was 
wont? Pray tell him I take it very 

. B2 ill 
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ill of him. There was a time when 


I was thought worthy to be his privy- 
counſellor and his ſhe-friend. What 


treaſon have I committed againſt his 


highneſs, that Y am now to be excluded? 
Oh, but perhaps he thinks, ſince Mr. 
Hallam has been backward and forward 
here, that his preſence may not be ſo 
proper. If that be the caſe, inform 
him he may come as uſual, for the man 
is not of a jealous temper; and if he 
were, I think I ſhould only plague b 1 
me more for it. 


Arrka all this ads my N 1 
ſhall eſteem it as a favour if you will 
haſten to inform me of what is paſſing 
at Creſwel-Place, and how you are likely 
ro be diſpoſed of by your mother, I 
think it is a pity ſhe returned ſo ſoon, if 
the | is for a things topſy-turvy the 
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Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY, 5 
moment ſhe arrives. My beſt wiſhes 
ever wait on my Emily, and all her 


friends, whoſe welfare is ever dear to 
her . 


SOPHIA HOWARD. 


6 Tur HAPPY DISCOVERY. 
LETTER. U. | 


CR a5 


Sir James BARCLAY, to CHARLES BAR- 
CLAY, Eſq. 


April 13. | 


I hear of your welfare, and find 
you are in favour even with your father's 
enemies. Yet would I have you to re- 


member, how ſlippery a ground he muſt 


ſtand upon who courts the favour, of the 
great, I could ſay much on the ſub- 


ject; but, alas! if experience has not 


taught you the leſſon, volumes may be 
written upon it in vain. 


IF 


I 1 -ould think of cringing to thoſe 


above me, and taking a benefit from the 


hands I hated, then might I indeed re- 


turn 


J dear "IR It 1s with 3 Joy that 
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turn to my native country; but even 
then I might mar the goodly fabric of 
your fortunes, which hitherto I have 
been fo long labouring to raiſe. Well, 
you know on what a ſandy foundation 
my firſt hopes were built, and as well 
you know, on that fatal day which over- 
turned all my proſpects, I was very near 
proving. in earneſt that death, whaſe 
' Emblance I now Gy for the > goo 
ol us baths 


I 


idea my 1 1 ouſt c remain a 
4 — exile, far from my native 
boxe, and hoſpitable home; but many, 
many years of happineſs, I hope, are 
n ſtore for thee. Live and be happy 
e snly ſometimes think, with filial affecti- 
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4 
FLY. ever ys ee Father; what 
1 can 1 add to my expreſſions of 
gratitude for your generous care of 
me? Nothing ſurely, but a wiſh that 
you would beſtow ſome little of that 
care upon yourſelf.” Enougli is given 


to me; my good is already conſulted, 


_ my fortune. ſecure, Has not the 
%, profeſſed. himſelf willing to con- 


firm my title to them, and to my here- 
ditary honours? What more then re- 
mains, but that you return hither to take 
them in my ſtead, that all paſt animo- - 
fities be forgotten, and that you ſhine 


apain in that ſphere which you formerly 
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had blinded half the nation, and ſet us 
like brothers againſt brothers. 


An! my father, ſtill do you follow 
the fortunes of that ruined party, who 
never yet could, or ever did, ſupport 
their friends? Believe me, Sir, here are 
thoſe in the firſt employments of the 
ſtate, here are thoſe the moſt zealous 
courtiers, who would be glad to embrace 
Sir James Barclay, (if they knew he were 
alive) and to call him friend. Can you 
think on that day, that dreadful day, 
1 then an infant, when, in all the agonies 
of deſpair, you took your leave of me, 
and conſigned me to the charge of my 
ſighing tutor; and can you yet reflect 
upon it without horror? Since that fatal 
hour I have not beheld my father. Is 
there not cauſe then for me bitterly to 
execrate all diſcord and party-rage, and 
to wiſh them baniſhed for ever from the 
dwellings of men ? 


mm. Is 
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Ir is true, though diſtant from me, 


your care watched over me ſtill, and ſtill 
you pointed out for me the way to 
greatneſs, Nay more, you died to 
your fame, your honours, your eſtates, 
that I might live to mine. But what is 
all this to one whoſe filial affections pre- 
vail over his deſire of grandeur and 
pleaſure ? I have no happineſs if I think 
you, my father, cannot ſhare it; I can 
have no enjoyment of the honours offered 
to me, while you remain in a namelefs 
obſcurity. Come then, for Heaven's 
Hake, leave your ſolitude, and return to 
your friends and to your country. Be- 
Heve not that I can taſte any real happi- 
neſs till you are preſent. Now, even 
now, have I fixed my eyes on a purſuit 
which might, perhaps, prove my great 
bleſſing; but even that would be im- 
perfect without the ſanction: of wy Pa- 
rent. 
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- MEANWHILE, as it were, in imitation 
of you, I have withdrawn myſelf alike 
from the court and from the city, and 
am now ſolacing myſelf in a rural retire- 
ment with a friend or two at the moſt, 
1 40 paſs away the tedious hours, which, 
nn life's little day, will yet ſometimes 
3 hang heavy upon our hands. The good 
Dr. Harley is wich me; he, from whom 
Il firſt learned the rudiments of know- 
” ledge, and religion. His daughter, the 
ny fair Lucy, too is here; ſhe is by this 
z time marriageable ; an agreeable friend, 
and a ſenſible female companion; I 
4 with the good gentleman may find a 
futable match for her among the youths 
del our age; for ſhe is a gentle-tempered 
girl, and an ill huſband would certainly 
undo her. 


4 a Nor long ſince I was favoured with 
Y the company of Lady Cæcilia in Lon- 
8 i B 6 | don : 


1 Sbe retgins the ame ſpirit you 
ever knew her to poſſeſs, even in her 
earlier days, and is ſtill, to ſay truth, 
but in the bloom of life. I believe her 
Jadyſhip was not twenty-five when you 
left England: —ſhe remembers, and often 
ſpeaks of you as..an old acquaintance, 
loſt for ever to all your kindred: and 
friends, in ſupport of a falſe and ruined 
claim, Whilſt I, was entertained by her 
ladyſhip, i the daughter of Mrs. Howard, 
who, you well remember; dropped in 
by chance. She is now about ſeventeen, 
a fine, lively girl, with piercing eyes, and 
very agreeable, though not regular fea- 
tures. Young as ſhe is, yet ſhe re- 
members to have heard of Sir James 
Barclay, and often ſighs when he is 
named. You had not a friend, my 
honoured parent, who 1s not alſo mine ; : 


nor did I enlarge when 1 ſaid numbers 8 


of your enemies were no longer mine 3 
I could 
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I could even think they would not be 
yours, if you were now again amongſt 
them. If I conſider your intereſt as 
mine; if I love you, Sir, as a friend; if 
T- honour you 8s 4 parent, 1 mult fil 
perſiſt in deſiring your return; nor can 
it, in any reſpect, now injure my intereſt 
or your own. | Your ſafety I can eaſily 
inſure to you: beſides, you well know 
that your on prudent meaſures pre- 
vented either your perſon or name from 
being attainted, which will render the 
matter ſtill eaſier. For my own part, 1 
ſhall. never prevail with myſelf to ſend 
= ' -you a letter that is not filled with theſe 
4 5 intreaties and remonſtr ances, till you 
: promiſe to conſider this matter more ſeri- 
3 ouſly, and to lend an attentive ear to the 
counſels and petitions of your ever 
dutiful 
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-NDEED., e 1 were very 
naughty to run away from us as you 
did. There were Miſs Harman, Miſs 
Willis, and the reſt of the ladies, half 
diſtracted about it. Ves, and I can 
aſſure you, there were thoſe among the 


I ſuppoſe you were gone home, either 

to ſee your beloved i old-faſhioned Mr. 
Hallam, or to ſcribble to your romantic 
friend in I + 


A ne ſay, that Emily 5 


got a new fweetheart. Pray, what ſort 
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T HAPPY DISCOVERY. 5 
of a creature is he? Well, I vow now, I 
ſmotild Hike to ſee him. Do, my dear, 

draw us his picture in black and white, 


if you can any way procure a likenefs. 
Colonel Marley i is here, together with 


that formal piece of ſtuff Mr. Goodwin, 


who ſeems to think people of quality 


have nothing elſe to do than to ſtudy 


rules of Philoſophy, and moral e 


Pe FOVIEN'S OYY 


On! but Sir eee ee 
Sir Harry, has been here, and has put all 


_ this uff out of my head at once. A fin- 
gle mmuet- ep did the buſineſs. Pray, 


why does not Mrs. Creſwel bring her 
piece of ſtifl-life to town, to learn a 


form and manner among us? Though, I 


think ſhe was here when ſhe was 
younger; but the girl is little the better 
for it. It is ſtrange to me, how ſhe can 
bear to be cloiſtered up ſo like a nun; 

and 
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and yet, I warrant, ſhe walks as formally 


in the proceſſion to chapel, as a Romiſh | 
prieſt could do with his hoſt ;. and firs as 


Mill and demure there, while the ſervice 
is reading, as one of the carved cheru- 
bim“. 75 


1 


divert myſelf thus at your friend's ex- 


pence; but really I cannot bear to ſee ſo. 


much affectation of ſolemnity in fo 
young a perſon ; and wonder, above all 
things, how you can ever receive any 


pleaſure from her company. Pray, 


child, does it not often give you the 
vapours ? But ſeriouſly, when you can 


ſpare a little time from your friends and 


your lover, we ſhall be glad once more 


The family chapel is full of theſe ornaments, 
to which the lady ſo ſarcaſtically compares this 
excellent young gentlewoman, 


to 


755 Know you will not be pleaſed that I 
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LETTER V. 
Mr. Goopwin to CHARLES Barclay, Eſq; 
May 30. 


N the. midſt of ſolitude, my friend, 
I am pleaſed, to find that you for- 


get not your old acquaintance: yet, 


methinks, this kind of retirement, which 


you ſeem of late to indulge, ill ſuits 


with your years; and it is, perhaps, 


the part of a friend to remind you 
that it does not. Youth is the ſeaſon 


for active virtue, age for contempla- 


tion and ſolitude. Why then do you 


ſeek, as it were, to reverſe the order of 
things? Why do you ſeek to anticipate 


che ' ſeaſons? Heaven, which bade day 


and Haight ſucceed each other, has ap- 
| | Pointed 
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Tux HAPPY DISCOVERY. 19 
pointed to every thing its proper time, has 
fixed a boundary to every ſtage of life. 


There certainly has fomerking hats 
upon your ſpirits, my friend, ever ſince 
I have known you, to which your great- 
eft intimates have ſtill been ſtrangers; 
and, I fear, it will not be in the power 
of time to remove the weight, But why 
(if taking the privilege of our long ac- 
quaintance, I may-aſk) do you now more 
than ever encourage this: diſpoſition, 
which the ſtrength of your n 
minen n on: 


RY it aus you le an abu of 
A d family? That grief ought long 
ſinoe to have been healed, by reflecting 
how. ind ulgently you have been treated by 
the Engliſh court, who ha ve forgotten the 
offences of your anceſtors, and are wil : 
ing to * in * perſon, the ho- 


nours 
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nours which they loſt. Beſides, it is a 
ſad conſideration, that you thus ſeem 
willing to loſe yourſelf to the world in 
the very prime of your youth. This is 
a ſacrifice, which, as it is not required, ſa 
neither is it becoming in you to offer. 


Bur that I know you regard ir not, 1 


could tell you, that you are the ſubje& 
of much raillery to the youthful part of 


your acquaintance. : Sir Harry, whoſe 


wit is generally rather brilliant than juſt, 


will: have it that you are in love. I 


know not, my dear Barclay, if that 


were the caſe, why it ſhould increaſe your 


melancholy, or indeed why you ſhould 
make a ſecret of it to your friends. You 


are very ſenſible there is one in London 
who would think herſelf. happy in your 


addreſſes; and I have ſo good an opi- 
nion of her, that I could wiſn her to you 
for a conſort, Lady Cæcilia often rail - 
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lies her on this account, perhaps with toa 
much ſharpneſs ; but good-nature is far 
from being her characteriſtic. I would 
fain ſay all I could to divert your atten- 


tion, and bring you once more to be in 


love with chearfulneſs.— If weak mortals 
are ever repining, they muſt of neceſſity 
be ever unhappy. That we exit, is of it- 
ſelf a bleſſing, for which we ought to be 
thankful; that we exiſt, healthy and 
vigorous, in a ſtate above want, de- 
mands yet a higher ſtrain of gratitude 
but of this you certainly cannot be 
inſenſible ; elſe were the leſſons of the 
good Dr. Harley read to little pur- 
poſe. —But, perhaps, I am all this 
while attempting to cure a wound 
which yet has not been probed; N ſo, 
my labour is likely to prove vain.— 
Yet, reflect on what has been ſaid, my 
friend, and in N. the help of 

_ reaſon, 
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reaſon, to overcome this gloom, which 
ſuits neither your age nor condition in 
life, and again return to your friends, 
and glad with your company, your 


GOODWIN. 


LET. 
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"PETTRE TE 
Mifs WIIIs, to Mrs, HazzISoN. | 


| May 30. 


AN you, my ever-honoured kinſ- 
woman, can you forgive my negli- 
gence in ſo long neglecting to acquaint 
you with the ſentiments of my heart, in 
regard of your kind propoſal; and now 
I write but to tell you, that I cannot ac- 
cept it. But I think, I ſhall not offend 
you in ſpeaking my ſentiments freely on 
this matter, and freely Aerea 1 . 
deliver them. 


War the gentleman, whom you 
mentien, poſſeſſed of all the wealth 
and fine accompliſnments that ever cen- 
tred in man; were he decked with 


titles 
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titles and honours, and ative! by 
every grace and virtue, yet muſt I 
reject his proffered hand, yet muſt I 
deny his ſuit ; becauſe my objections 
are inſurmountable ; becauſe, alas! I 
have 1 no heart to give him, 


Ir is now tout twelve months fince, 
ſorrowing for the death of my late dear 
departed mother, I was ſent to London, 
ih order to divert the gloom which hung 


upon my ſpirits. There, at the houſe 


of an acquaintance, you may remember, 
Madam, I told you that I firſt beheld 
Mr. Barclay, and, you may remember 
alſo, that I ſpoke favourably of him. 


Perhaps I had proceeded farther, and 


diſcloſed to you a prejudice I had con- 


ceived for him, had I not at that time 


deemed it uſeleſs : Since I received ſome 
encouragements which revived the 


and 
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and all this matter I communicated to 
my late uncle, who wiſhed for nothing 


more than to ſee me matched with ſo 


worthy, ſo accompliſhed a gentleman. 
His receſs has, indeed, ſince damped my 
hopes; but, ſurely, to you I need nor 


bluſh to own, that my heart is {till de- 
voted to him; and, give me leave to add, 
whilſt it is ſo I can never think of giving 
my hand to another. In this matter I 


doubt not but you will coincide with me 
in opinion, and the more readily, on 


account of his worth whom you recom- 
mend. 


BELIEVE me, Madam, I never could 
indulge a paſſion which I ſhould bluſh 
to own; but the object of my eſteem I 
know ſtands high in yours ;—in whoſe 
does he not If he returns not my affec- 
tions, I may indeed, be unhappy ; but 


I ſhall forbear to reproach him. I know 
. C his 


— — 


{ 
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his heart is incapable of deceit; | his 
breaſt, I know, is the manſion of ho- 
nour ; and his name will for ever be dear 
to me. 


You will excuſe, then, this enforced 


rejection of your propoſal, the reaſons 


for which I have, perhaps, too tediouſly 


enumerated ; and believe me to be, in 
every other object, your obſervant and 


dutiful niece, 


A WILLIS. 
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. 


Doctor HARLEY to Mr. GoopwiIx. 


June 4. 
T was not without great ſatisfaction, 
Sir, that I received your friendly 
epiſtle, which did equal honour, in my 
eſtimation, to the goodneſs of your 
heart, and to the ſoundneſs of your un- 
derſtanding. Neither are your appre- 
henſions, with regard to our worthy 
friend, altogether groundleſs. There is 
ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, that a paſſion he 
nouriſhes in ſecret, has contributed to 
overſpread his ſoul with that gloom 
which we both lament; though, Heaven 
knows, he has had occaſions enough for 
ſorrow upon other accounts; and a ſecret, 


which honour forbids me to reveal, ſtill 
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keeps him in a perpetual anxiety; but 


this added ſolitarineſs of temper, this 


ſudden retirement, in which I had great 
difficulty to gain hispermiſſion to accom- 
pany him;—theſe I cannot help ſup- 


poſing to ariſe from a ſudden impreſſion, 
the cauſe of which I am left merely 


to conjecture from apparent circum- 


ForRMERLY it was generally thought, 
that Miſs Willis, with whom you are 


well acquainted, had fixed her affections 


on Mr. Barclay; and he was ſuppoſed 


by ſome, not to regard her with an unfa- 


'vourable eye, though many circumſtances 


concurred to prevent his making any 


Formal advances to her. Burt the face 
'of affairs has ſince been altered. 


ABovT two months ſince, I remem- 
ber him to have met at an aſſembly, 
whither 
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whither he was prevailed on to go by 
ſome of his friends, a very beautiful 
young heireſs of the name of Creſwel, 
whoſe perfonal and mental accompliſh- 
ments are ſuch as might be ſuppoſed to cap- 
tivate the heart of the beſt of men. He 
danced with her, and ſeemed much ſtruck 
with her charms. When the company 
retired, he waited on her home, and, as 
L believe, ſatisſied himſelf in many par- 
ticulars regarding her family and connex- 
ions. Soon after this adventure, he was 
buſied in writing ſeveral letters, the 
anſwers to which when he received, he 
fell into this gloomy humour ; the cauſe 
of which, he has ſeemed very induftri- 
ous to perſuade me, exiſted in that 


ſecret buſineſs with which he and myſelf 


are alone acquainted. But for my own 
part, I mult confeſs I am of a different 
opinion. Perhaps I ought not to lay 
myſelf thus open to any one; but J have 


3 ever 
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ever known you for his friend, and I. 
am convinced he eſteems you as ſuch : 
ſince, then, he conceals his diſeaſe, I 
ſhall aſſiſt you to diſcover the latent cauſe 
of it; and, if poſſible, endeavour to 
find out a remedy. 


| StTvATED 3 as he is at dane a paſ- 
ſion like this to my worthy friend muſt, 
indeed, be very perplexing: I wiſh, 
therefore, I may have been deceived ; 
but this remains to be proved. I would 
have you proceed to probe the wound, 


and you may depend on all poſſible aſ- 
ſiſtance in ſo laudable a buſineſs, from 
the friend of your friend, 


HARLE V. 
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CET LS K YH 
Miſs A. W1LLI1s, to Miſs HA RL E Y. 


June 4. 


O, my dear Miſs Harley, I can 

never believe that this ſudden me- 
lancholy can have ariſen from any old re- 
flexions. It is too plain ſome new paſ- 
ſion has given birth to it; and, if that 
be the caſe, then there is an end of hope.. 
But you, my dear, are the moſt capable 
of giving me an inſight into the matter. 
Your worthy father is his moſt approv- 
ed counſellor; to him he unlocks the 
ſecrets of his breaſt, and he once encou- 
raged me to hope. Alas how weak a 
thing is woman ! But you can bear with 


my weakneſs, and excuſe the foibles of 
a friend who loves you. 


C 4 CasT 
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Cas in a mould too ſoft, the tender 
paſſions have ever been predominant in 
my breaſt; and ſurely Barclay was born 
to inſpire them: can he then be inſenſi- 
ble to them himſelf ? I think he cannot. 
Melancholy, far from being the deſtruc- 
tion of love, ſerves more often to nurſe 
that flame which it would ſeem to extin- 
guiſh. Ah, Nancy! if ever you have. 
felt the ſoft paſſion, you will pity me: 


F have but this relief, of communicating 


to my friend my pains; and this, in 
 fome meaſure, will alleviate them. 


Lapy Cæcilia, whoſe wit is ever ill- 
natured and ſevere, takes great pains 
to laugh at me. Indeed I do not like 
that woman; ſhe is loud, loquacious, 
and fond of ſcandal. Her ſtation gives 
her a privilege of aſſuming over others, 
which ſhe is ready enough to take in 
its full extent, and to make it a pre- 

text 
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text for the exerciſe of her over-bearing 
temper. Sir Harry Verney 1s become 
her almoſt inſeparable companion; and, 
indeed, the baronet and her ladyſhip 
improve much by each other's con- 
verſation. For my own part, I care not 
how ſeldom I have the company of 


either. Every day I grow more and 


more averſe to it; —an heart like mine 
cannot bear to be trifled with. I am 
impatient, my dear, to hear from you; 
Fong for you conſolation; and do, 
if you regard your Arabella, ſearch 
into this myſtery, and tell me if I have 
not divined aright the cauſe of this alter- 


ation. Pray do you know a lady of the 


name of Creſwel? There, I fear, is my 
foil. There your friend is loſt. Surely 
according to what I have heard of 
her, ſhe muſt be more than mortal. 
Haſten to give me an account of her, 
and to gratify the curioſity your 
A. WILLIS. 
Cs LE T- 
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LETTER IX. 


Miſs HARLEY to Miſs A. W1ILL1s. 
12 782 


Y dear Miſs Willis, with. con- 
cern I have received your letter, 
and am heartily ſorry for the diſpoſition 
of your mind : ſincerely do I wiſh it 
were in my power to alleviate your diſ- 
treſs. But for my father, he is left, like 
us, to his conjectures. Mr. Barclay 
becomes every day more reſerved : his 
every geſture is ſtudied, and the confi- 


dence he was wont to repoſe | in his 
friends is loſt, 


Trar there is ſome extraordinary rea- 
ſon for this extraordinary behaviour, I 
think, cannot admit of a doubt: that 

| this 


© 7 
A. 
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this cauſe 1s love, ſeems highly probable; 
but that it 1s love of Miſs Creſwel, is 
not ſo eaſy to prove. However, we are 
to withdraw ourſelves from him, and to 
leave him to the enjoyment of his belov- 
ed ſolitude ; ſuch is my father's deter- 
mination.. Within a day or two we ſhall 
ſet out for London, where I ſhall have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you in perſon. 


Wert, do you imagine I can excuſe: 
your weakneſs. Am I not myſelf a 
woman, formed with every foible of 
my ſex? Ah! my dear, whilſt I con- 
ſole you, I know not how ſoon I may 
ſtand in need of the very fame friendly 
office. Sorrows are no doubt leſſened by 
ſharing them; and joys are double, when, 
imparted to a faithful friend. As to lady 
Czciha, and her confident Sir Harry, 
am not unacquainted with their charac- 
ters: ſorry am I that it is in their power. 

© 6: | to 
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to give Miſs Willis a moment of unea- 
ſineſs. But ſhe muſt call her reaſon 
to her aid, and endcavour to ſuſtain with 
patience thoſe ilis which it is not in hu- 
man prudence to avoid. 


My dear, I have many things to 
write, but little time to pen them down. 
I muſt therefore conclude. Only this 1 

will add: be as cheartul as poſſible, and 
injure not your health with repinings : 
but always depend on the bounty of Hea- 
ven, and the good offices of your friends, 
in which number you may ever reckon, 
Four | 


A. HARLEY. 


LET- 
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LETTER X. 


Mr, CLEVELAND to Miſs HARLEY. 


June 10 


OUR commands, my dear Nancy, 

| ſhall be obeyed; nor will I aſk 

the reaſon of your curiofity. But ſhall 
I be permitted to come to you in perſon 
with my intelligence ? For in theſe caſes 
I am a mere mercenary. Is it not ſtrange 
that I am become fo difagreeable in your 
father's eyes? I am ſure I never willing- 
1 difobliged him: but I will take care 
not to appear in his preſence until he 


ſhall be reconciled to me and my pre- 
tenſions. | 


1 Written in conſequence of a letter ſent by 


Miſs Harley, which is not to be met with in this 
collection. 


I] SHALL 
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I $HALL bring you the account you 
require, before he can think of ſetting off 
for London. I hope there is no ſcheme 
going forward, which may prove preju- 
dictal to my peace :—you underſtand , 
me, Nancy.—A lover has many fears and 
jealouſies, and his paſſion muſt excuſe 
them all. Think how my heart is 
twined in yours: and now ſhould any 


thwarting dæmon ſnatch you from me, 


what pangs muſt I endure! And you, 
my lovely one, ſurely muſt experi- 
ence ſome little remorſe on being torn 
from me.—I muſt ſee you before this 
ominous journey;z—lI have a thouſand 
things to ſay, ſuch as I cannot expreſs by 
letter; a thoufand wiſhes to impart, 
which here I cannot enumerate. Adieu! 
my lovely one; but forget not ſometimes: 
to beſtow a thought on your deyoted. 


hn « «>. % - 


LITE CLEVELAND. 


LE - 
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From the SAME to the Same. 


June. 11. 


RUEL that you are, thus ſud- 
denly to forſake the country, and, 
without a ſingle remembrance, to leave 
your lover! — My fears are increaſed 
by this precipitate retreat. What am I 
to think of it? Appears it not as if you 
had conſpired with your father to render 
your lover unhappy ? Quickly let me 
hear from you, or I ſhall go diſtracted. 
From Mr. Barclay himſelf I learned the 
manner of directing to you; but, at this 
inſtant, dread left my letter ſhould fall 
into the doctor's hands, to whom allo I 
have penned an addreſs, as moving as I 
am capable of executing it, For Heaven's 
| | ſake, 
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ſake, do not forſake me, or I ſhall 


become the moſt miſerable of human 
beings ! 1 


I Have ſeen the lady, and find ſhe 
. anſwers the higheſt report that Fame has 
ſpread abroad of her. Beauty, good 
ſenſe, and virtue, are at once united in 
her, and ſhe is the admiration of every 
one; but I have reaſon to think ſhe is 
very unhappy. A rigid ſtep- mother and a 
cruel couſin are the moroſe guardians of 
her blameleſs youth, and render all her 
days mi:crable. Her father, as it ſeems, 
once deſigned her for a young gentleman 
of the name of Lovegrove; but her 
mother has ſince thought fit to forbid 
him the houſe, and has propoſed to her 
an elderly man, equally diſagreeable in 
his perfon and his manners, with whom 
this excellent lady is perpetually per- 
ſecuted, and is even at her wits end how 

| to 
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to avoid marrying him, and at the ſame 
time to prevent iacurring the imputation 
of diſobedience, which ſhe greatly 


dreads. Judge, Nancy, what her lover 


ſuffers; for my part, I count his pangs 
by my own, and in pitying him, do but 
compaſſionate myſelf. 


No other ſuitors beſides theſe two 
gentlemen ever yet have addreſſed them- 
ſelves to her; nor is there any likelihood 
of her being courted by a third, as 
ſhe is at preſent circumſtanced. But now, 
in my turn, permit me, my dear Lucy, 
to aſk you ſome queſtions concerning 
Mr. Barclay,—I am really much con- 
cerned for that worthy man, The ac- 
counts I have heard of him have al- 
ready greatly prejudiced me in his fa- 
vour. Yet I think I never faw him 
but once in my life. He was then in 
London, amidſt his friends and com- 


panions. 
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panions. The benevolence of his 
mind, and the great ſweetneſs of his 
manners, were abundantly - apparent; 
and I have fince found that his charac- 
ter is ſuch as even tranſcends the praiſe 
which at that time was given him. But 
if I have been rightly informed, he has 
been ever unhappy.— Lou ſay yourſelf 
that he was left early an orphan, I have 
heard it added, that his father died 
fighting in the cauſe of the unhappy 
family of S—t, elſe, they ſay, he 
would have been a baronet. This alone.. 
indeed, were cauſe ſufficient for uneaſi- 
neſs; but the lenient hand of time muſt 
certainly, ere this, have healed theſe 
griefs, and ſtopped up this ſource of 
ſorrow. What new trouble then. 
But excuſe my fruitleſs curioſity — My 
heart is touched for a good man's ſor- 
rows, and it was therefore I meant to, 
enquire into the cauſe of them.—Yet 


have 
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have I enough of my own to employ my 
tedious hours; and be aſſured, my dear- 
eſt girl, that there is nothing but your 
correſpondence can make them, during 
your abſence, any way tolerable to your: 


CLEVELAND; 


LE T. 
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LETTER XIE 


Mr. LovecRove to Sir Harry VERNevy. 
May 28. 
T 1s even ſo, my dear Sir Harry, 


After all the encouragement I re- 
ceived from Emily and her friends, her 


unaccountable mother-in-law has for- 


bidden me any longer to viſit her : but 
this muſt not paſs ſo; I have already 
deviſed the means to counterwork her 


purpoſes. As to the girl, though her 


heart is mine, yet ſo high are her notions 
of decorum and filial duty, that there 
will be great difficulty in bringing her 
to act conformably to her own affec- 
tions. | 


IT asSSURE 


CO Se EEE. 
3 PRs 5,5 ; 


ö 8 3 ** er x ee * . 
2 2 : 8 7 e & 5 7 E he ME . DA On TP 3 3h LO og OI 
ds : FEY REES; e e, . Se i W 4 1 * Fe 1 * 4 A 
Tc 3 dat $a ENTS CC „ 15 
BY: . e of F * 6 ag , 
n YEE PP . x 8 F 


Y 
> 
* 
1 
* 
4 
FA : 
2 
2 
2 
8 
* 


n * 
ed DIG 3 £5 Aa EA wo or et ed ec 2c 
3 7 8 
E T N N 4 & 5 


oy: R 
D 


C 


PP 
95 rr ( hs Na 5 


2 
3 
. 
F ay, 1 
- 
* 
1 
8 
I 
4 
ip 
5 
1 | 
EN 
2 
2 
+ 
* 
aj 


4% 


Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 45 


I AsSURE thee, my gay friend, my pride 
is confoundedly piqued at the uſage I 
have received, and I ſhould be happy 
in the ſweet revenge of carrying off 
Emily in deſpite of her relations. This 
very day I have written a letter to her, 


_ penned with all the tenderneſs thou 


knoweſt I am maſter of. If this fails to 
move her, then I have no ſkill in wo- 
mankind ; but how far it may promote 
my ends I know not. From my ſoul I 
could wiſh ſhe were leſs romantic ; but I 
muſt wait with patience the event: may it 
prove a happy one! For I mult tell thee, 
as well as I loved this dear girl, between 
the delays which her own over-delicacy 
occaſioned, and theſe unexpected diffi- 
culties now raiſed by her ſtep- mother, I 
begin to be almoſt tired of my pur- 
ſuit, though if I at laſt obtain the prize, 
I ſhall think myſelf over-paid ; but then 
the doubt diſtracts me, whilſt I find my- 

ſelf 
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ſelf fo poorly rewarded for my heroic 
reſolutions of virtue. But I ſuſpend. my 
judgement till my letter is anſwered, — 
Adieu Within a day or two expect to 
hear farther from 


LOVEGROVE. 
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LETTER. XK. 


From the SAME to the & AME. 
8 
N anſwer, my dear baronet ; but 
ſuch an one !—Oh! I could tear 
myſelf for very madneſs.— That belov- 
ed, ſtrange, romantic girl! Her ſtrict 
obedience to what ſhe deems honour has 
undone me. She ſays, ſhe is determined 
to obey her parents; yet ſhe confeſſes 
her eſteem for me; ſhe owns that ſhe 
prefers me to all men whom ſhe ever 
knew ; but, at the ſame time, bids me 
not entertain the leaſt hopes of her com- 
plying with what ſhe calls my unreaſon- 
able requeſt, and concludes with ſuch 
exhortations as I am in no humour to 
hear or attend to. Now, by Heavens, 
Sir 
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| Sir Harry, I could take a pleaſure in al- 


- moſt any kind of revenge. I know you 

will laugh at me; I know you will tri- 
i umph; but ] will anticipate all that you 
[ can ſay on this occaſion. I confeſs, I am 
| 


ee ee 


diſappointed : yes, I own, I regret paſt 

pleaſure, ſince, with all my cares, I have 

purchaſed only pain; and this and many 
other inconveniences which I have lately 
experienced“, will certainly, at laſt, 
- oblige me to cry out with Brutus, that 
this Virtue is but 


MAGNI NOMINIS UMBRA. 


Bur, for Heaven's ſake, friend, adviſe 
me how to proceed in this exigency ; 
for my heart is ſet upon this girl. Shall 
1 yet again apply to her friends? Shall 
I attempt ſtill farther to move her in my 


* In regard of his family affairs. 


behalf, 
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behalf, or ſhall I contrive the means to 
bear her off by force and ſatisfy at once 
my love and my revenge: the two 
firſt my pride forbid; yet even in the laſt 
caſe, I cannot think of the leaſt pro- 
ceeding that is not ſtrictly honourable : 
ſo ſhock me not, I charge you, with the 
mention. Farewel! I am full of per- 
plexities, If any regard yet remains in 
your breaſt for me, pray give me for 
this time your counſel ; but be not too 
ſevere on my weakneſs, ſince it is a part 
of me, and will ceaſe but with the life 
of 5 


LOVEGROVE. 


Vol., I. D LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Sir HARRY VERNEY to FRANCIS 


LOoVEGROVE, Eſq. 


* 


Al ha! ha! This is the prettieſt co- 
| medy !—What name ſhall we give 
it? Oh! The Relapſe, or Virtue in Danger, 
to be ſure !—Adviſe thee ? Counſel thee? 
Yes, and get abuſed for my pains, and 
called a worthleſs rake, in thy next vir- 
tuous mood. Poor, diſconſolate ſwain; 
has thy Parthenia at lait forſook thee, 
has ſhe for whom thou haſt deſerted 
the jovial board, and the full ſynod of 
Venus, for whom thou haſt paſſed fo 
many painful days and fleepleſs nights, 
and counted tne tedious clocks in all the 

anxiety of hopes and fears ; has ſhe at 
| laſt 
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hſt deſerted thee to wed HER 
GRANDFATHER? Tel] it not in Lon- 
don—publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 
Weſtminſter, leſt the followers of Bac- 
chus rejoice, leſt the daughters of the 
revels triumph. Pr'ythee let me laugh 
at thee a while, with thy unhappy 
circumſtances, and thy magni nominis 
umbra !—Once on a day, proud recreant 
knight, (as I remember) thou faidft 1 
fthould repent my follies, and now re- 
penteſt thou not thine in ſack- cloth and 
aſhes. Then I was * ſhunned as a dan- 
gerous companion; but now, forſooth, in 
his diſtreſs, to whom does the poor, for- 
ſaken, willew-wearing Lovegrove apply, 

but to me What would I adviſe thee 


The correſpondence had for ſome time been 
broken off hetween theſe two gentlemen, and 
was only renewed a little while before the date 
of Mr. Lovegrove's firſt letter in this collection. 


D 2 in 
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in this exigency ? Why even to bind 
thy brows with mournful weeds, to war- 
ble out a few melancholy love-ſtrains, 
and then, having marked thy own epi- 
taph on the bark of ſome mournful 
eugh-tree, hang thyſelf in thy own gar- 
ters, and try whether thy love will come 
to cut thee down. 


Nov, for ſhame, Lovegrove, reſume 
thy ancient ſpirit, and be again a man ; 
either reſolve to deſpiſe her who has 
refuſed to hazard every thing for thy 
ſake, or elſe, to carry her off in 
deſpite of thoſe who oppoſe thee : yet 
not by open force. No! Stratagems, in 
love and war, are lawful. Practiſe them 
here and proſper. Something of this 
kind is already hatching in my brain, 


unworthy as thou art, for thy ſervice. 


—But firſt, addreſs thyſelf again to thy 


romantic miſtreſs, alarm her doubts, 


awaken 
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3 
awaken all her fears; for one of her ſoft 
texture muſt have ſtrong ones. — Do this, 
and expect the plan of all the reſt from 
me. Be careful, however, not to quar- 
rel with any of her relations; but ſhun 
their walks, that ſo thou mayeſt not defeat 
thy own purpoſes. A revenge unex- 
pected is ever the moſt bitter.—I will 
not aſk, when all this ſhall be effected, 
what more thou doſt propoſe to thyfelf ? 
This 1 leave to another opportunity. 
Only do as I have ſaid, ſend hither the 
news of the event; and think to proſper, 
if any truſt is yet to be repoſed in 


HARRY VERNEY. 


my 
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CHARLES BARC LA Y, Eſq. to Dr. 
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LETTER XW. 


HARLEY. 


June 8. 


INDE E D, my dear Dr. Harley, 


your letter is very kind and affect- 
ing; but your retreat has greatly diſ- 
turbed me. What is it you ſeek to 
know? Or rather, what is it that I ſeek 
to hide from you ?—Had I a weakneſs 
which 1 would willingly conceal from 


every one, and even, if poſſible, conquer 
in myſelf, why ſhould my friend urge 


me to repeat what it gives me pain only 
to reflect on ? | 


Bur knows not Dr. Harley that I have 
ſorrows ſufficient to engroſs my atten- 
tion; 
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tion; and knows he not alſo that my 
brother's . death, which happened ſo 
lately, is yet recent in my memory. 
If I have reſolved to withdraw myſelf 
from a world to which I cannot be uſe- 
ful, who is the loſer ?—I have no family 
to reproach me; yet if I would, in- 
deed, retire to my father, his expreſs 
commands forbid it. But you preſs 
me very cloſely. What anſwer 'ſhall I 
make you ?—Should 1 own you have 
aright divined the extraordinary cauſe of 
my receſs, what benefit were it to either 
of us?--What help, what comfort could I 
expect? On the other hand, ſhould I abſo- 
lutely deny it, and complain of your want 
of faith in your pupil, as you do of my 
want of confidence in you, what were that 
but to vent fruitleſs reproaches againſt 
my friend; and to check him for a care 
which nothing but his love for me could 
inſpire him with ?—Be it as it may, 
D 4 1 hope 
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I hope I ſhall ever act in ſuch a man- 
ner as may not diſgrace either myſelf, 
or any who are connected with me. 
You, Dr. Harley, have led'me throngh 
the maze of youth ; you firſt formed my 
mind to virtue, and you are not unac- 
quainted with its ſecret inclinations. In 
you I have found, as it were, a father, 
while my parent wandered in a foreign 
country. But does not that ſource of 
all my ſorrows yet remain, with, the 
added grief for my brother's death? And 
is not the author of my being inexora- 
ble to all my prayers and intreaties, re- 
fuſing to return and ſhare the bleſſings 
of his now happy native place 1 
then want for ſorrows? And what if 
yet one perplexity more were numbered 
with thoſe in which I am already invol- 
ved, were not there then cauſe ſufficient 


__ to juſtify me in the reſolution I have 


taken? Ceaſe then to accuſe me of 
reſerve z 
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reſerve; ceaſe at dior to moving 


me from the purpoſe of my ſoul. Two 


things I have ſet myſelf to accompliſh : 
if I fulfil either of them 1 ſhall once 


more return to the haunts of men, and 
again rejoice in populous cities and a 
ſocial life; but, miſſing of them, it is 
moſt likely that I ſhall immerſe myſelf 
in a ſtill deeper ſolitude, and finiſh my 
days in a rural retirement. However 
this may fall out, my friends ſhall ever 
live in my remembrance, and Dr. Har- 
ley's name, in particular, will | always be 


dear to his 
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LETTER XV. 


Miſs EMIL IA CxEsw ELI to Miſs Sorhia 


June 13. 


4 O U would not be angry with me, 
indeed my dear Sophy, for what 
you deem my remiſſneſs, if you were 


witneſs to the ſtrange affairs that employ 


me, if you knew what cares diſtract my 
heart. My hours are all ſpent in 
grief; my time is taken up with lamen- 
tation. My mother's nephew rules all 
here, and indeed his temper is beyond 


ſufferance bad; but for her ſake, whom 


Heaven has put in authority over me, 


I muſt be content to bear it: yet I can- 


not but ſigh at the recollection of former 
| | times, 
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times, and weep for the memory of my 
departed fathe.”. | 


As to Mr. Lovegrove, I muſt lay 
aſide all thoughts of him, ſince com- 
manded by a mother to do ſo; but I 
cannot ſo eaſily think of facrificing my- 
ſelf to the embraces of one whom 1 
can never love; for ſuch an one is Mr. 
Sands; and it is not in my nature to 
diſſemble. 1 | 


Mranwmre, my life is made perpe- 
tually uneaſy on his account. Yeſterday 
my mother came into my chamber. 
© So child,” ſaid ſhe, * you ſtill retain 
your ſullen, melancholy, and per- 
verſe temper! Are you determined 
never to leave off this ſtubborn be- 
haviour? Mr. Sands is to call this 
day. You have never yet given him 
an impartial hearing; I inſiſt that 

D 6 * you 


* 


L 
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you ſhall do it now. — Why do * 
© not anſwer me ?? 


] muſt obey you, Madam.'— | 


* Muſt obey! Do you think, Emily, 
that I aſk any thing unreaſonable of 
you. Is not Mr. Sands rich? Does he 
not court and prefer you to all wo- 


* men? What farther would you 
have? 


— 


© Ir I could love him too, Madam, if 
I could give him my affections, then, 
indeed, we might be happy together; 
but, alas! this cannot be.“ 


„ «„ 


* 


Axp why can it not he? What, be- 
cauſe you have fixed your heart upon 
a rake, becauſe you doat on Love- 


* 


© grove. Ah! Emily, Emily, it ill 
becomes one ho makes ſuch preten- 


ions 
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« fjons to virtue as you do, to think of 
© him for a huſband.” | 


My father, Madam, (with reverence 
© I ſpeak it) was — to e other- 
«© wiſe” 


© Your father was blinded by preju- 

* dice; he had always an unaccountable 
partiality for that man; but I know 
him better than he did: I know this 
is not a proper match for you; 
and you ought to acquieſce in my 
opinion. I command you to receive 
Mr. Sands, as a huſband, and you 
_ ought to comply with my injunctions. 
So you will prepare yourſelf to ſee 
him this afternoon, and remember to 
put on your beſt humour, fince on 
* your treatment of him, mine of you 
* will, in a great meaſure, depend.” 


Axp 
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And ſo ſaying, ſhe departed, leav- 


ing me in no very deſireable ſituation. 
1] waited for the afternoon, as a cri- 
minal waits for his ſentence ;—at' laſt 
the unwiſhed-for moment came, and I 
was called down to Mr. Sands. You 
know his perſon; I need not therefore 
take the pains to deſcribe it to you. 
His manners are far from being en- 
gaging; and there is a certain haughtineſs 
and ſelf-ſufficiency in his temper, from 
whence my ſoul, as by: a ſecret W 
ſhrinks back. 


< Mapau,' ſaid he, very confident- 
ly, < I fancy it is now time to come to 
an underſtanding. Your mother has 
< thought fit to offer me your hand, yet 
© I cannot fay I have met with ſuch a 
reception as I might have expected 
from the authority which introduced 
+. me, But how ſay you, Miſs, will 
you 
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you obey your parent's command, and 
« willingly match yourſelf with me ?— 
I ſhould not, methinks, chuſe to take 
| © your hand by force; but I have too 
much regard to myſelf to loſe any 
thing that may be conducive to my 
happineſs. 


* Sir, replied I, my mother I reſ- 
pect; yet if you regard your happi- 
« neſs, ſurely you will permit me to 
© have ſome little reſpect to mine. You 
* ſay, you would not willingly take my 
hand by force; I am ſorry to tell 
you, Sir, that otherwiſe you never 
can have it. My heart never can be 
yours; for, to be plain with you, 
my affections being already engaged, 
cannot be fixed on you. After this 
open and ingenuous declaration, I hope 
* you will lay aſide the thoughts of giv- 
ing uneaſineſs to one who can no 
| otherwiſe 
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© otherwiſe contribute to your happineſs 6 
« unleſs by preventing you from 25 

5 Prepoſterous match. E | 

* AnD this, Madam, is your obedi- 
* ence to your mother? This is your 
reception of your intended huſband ? 
I am not to learn, indeed, that you 
have beſtowed your affections on a 
© rakiſh young man, whom, however, 
you would do well to forget, and to 
* whom you will never be permitted to 
give your hand. But take notice, 
although I faid that I would rather 


K 


© have your hand given to me in a vo- 
© luntary manner than otherwiſe, yet 


»I am not thus to be repulſed by a 
£ peeviſh girl. If you have the pru- 
« dence you have been ſo much cried 


up for, you take but an ill method of 


* ſhewing it; but to your mother I 
muſt appeal in this matter.? 


7 


HE 


«a. «® 
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He had ſcarcely finiſhed his ſpeech 
when my couſin entered, to whom he 
addreſſed his complaints of my ill treat- 
ment of him: Emily,” ſaid that ty- 
rannical young man,' I think you give 
« yourſelf many airs; but I can aſſure 
* you they will not do here. Mr. 
Sands, turning to my lover, © you 
* mult not regard what my coulin ſays, 
* ſince her mother has reſolved that ſhe 

ſhall be yours. .. I deſire, Madam, you 

will ſtay here and keep this gentle- 
man company.'—* And I deſire, Sir, 
anſwered I, © that you will give your- 
* ſelf leſs trouble in my concerns.* I 
then withdrew z ſince, how high-ſoever | 
my notions might be of filial duty, 
I could ſee: no occaſion for any un- 
due ſubmiſſions at ſuch a time, and in 
ſuch a ſituation, 


AT 
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Ar night, however, I had another 
very ſevere lecture from my mother, who 
ſeems bent on making me miſerable ; 
whilſt, on the other hand, I have receiv- 
ed a letter from Mr. Lovegrove, renew- 
ing his ſuit; to which, however, I have 
thought it proper, at this time, to give 
a peremptory denial.— I am, altogether, 
cruelly perplexed, and have nothing but 
the innocence of my own heart to de- 
pend on for my ſupport. Ah Sophy 
you are happier with your lover ! your 
life flows on, as yet, like the ſmooth 
ſtream which knows no interruption. 
Yet, Heaven 1s my witneſs, I envy you 
not; but wiſh every revolving day may 
add to your felicity. For my part, I have 
ſeen, perhaps, but the beginning of my 
ſorrows: where they will end Heaven 
only knows! to that Heaven do I com- 
mit myſelf, in the conſciouſneſs of my 

| oon 
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own good intentions, and praying to 
its Providence to direct my ſteps through 
the dangerous paths of my future life. 
Adieu! my dear friend, expect ſoon to 
hear farther from your 


EMILY, 


LE T. 


— . Iann.. — 
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L E 
From the SAME to the SAME. 


June 16. 


GAIN, my dear, muſt I renew 

my complaints :—again have I 
been tormented with Sands's hateful ad- 
dreſſes. But this time my mother re- 
mained in the room to be the witneſs 
of all our converſation, confirming, at 
the end of almoſt every ſentence, what- 
ever he advanced, with To be ſure 
Mr. Sands! Mind that, daughter;* and 
fo on.—In the end, I was obliged to 
conſent to let him viſit me; but all that 
could be ſaid was not ſufficient to make 
me give him any hopes as a lover ;— 
and when my mother repeated: So, 


Sir, my ſtubborn daughter-in-law has 


a 
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at laſt admitted of your viſits as an 
* acquaintance :'—* I do,” added I, at my 
mother's defire; and was proceeding 
when he added: © Well, well, as an ac- 
« quaintance then, ſince it muſt be ſo; 
and the reſt may follow hereafter, 
but, indeed, your daughter is very 
hard to be worked on.'—He then left 
us; and ſo ended my perſecution for that 
time; though it was ſoon after renewed 
by my mother, who aſſured me, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, that ſne was bent 
on making this diſagreeable man my 
huſband, and was deaf to every argu- 
ment that I could bring to diſſuade her 
from her cruel purpoſe. Nor was this 
all :—ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould take it hei- 
nouſly ill of me, if I ever attempted 
to thwart or contradict her nephew, in 
any thing. I anſwered, that it was not 
my deſign to do ſo; but in return, 
1 "_ ſhe would. not inſiſt on his be- 


coming 
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coming my tyrant. © That ] deſire not, 
returned ſhe fternly; but I hope, 
Emily, you will not call it tyranny 
in him to enforce, in a proper manner, 
the commands of his mother.” In a 
proper manner, I ſhall not, Madam, 
© returned I; and in any other way, 1 
hope he will not pretend to do it. 
Well,“ ſaid ſhe, © with all your ſhew 
of obedience, you are an obſtinate girl, 
Emily; and, I aſſure you, your ſtub- 
© bornneſs neither does honour to your 
« ſenſe nor to your virtue, in the opini- 
© on of thoſe who are acquainted with 
you. Here ſhe ended her ſpeech, 
and quitted the chamber. For once, I 
will own, I was not ſorry for her abſence. 
How unhappily, Sophy, do relations 
alienate the affections of thoſe under 
their charge, by an unreaſonable affec- 
ration of commanding improprieties. 
There is nothing that I would not under- 


So, 
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go, to preſerve my duty inviolate, and to 
preſerve, at the ſame time, my happi- 
neſs.— But to make myſelf miſerable, 
to hazard my peace of mind, and to 
act in direct contradiction to the dictates 
of my heart; this is a ſacrifice which I 
cannot ſuppoſe myſelf obliged to make. 


As for my unhappy paſſion, I muſt 
be contented to forego it. Yes, Love- 
grove, I muſt relinquiſh thee, though 
thou haſt, indeed, been once dear to 
me: but never ſhall I match myſelf with 
another, while thou art alive. Such 
conſtancy ſhall mark me, unfortunate as 
Jam; and ſuch is the conduct I am re- 
ſolved to purſue.—Help me, Sophia, 
help me to ſupport myſelf; aſſiſt me to 
maintain my reſolutions, and to riſe ſupe- 
r1or to the weaker paſſions of my ſex. — 
You cannot ſurely think, my dear, that 
I am inſenſible to the compariſons which 

"Wn 
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may be drawn between Mr. Sands and 
my lover; nor can I be angry with 
my friend's lively - manner of exhibit- 
ing them; but, alas! this is become 

a ſubject too, ſerious, for jeſting! I fear 
my days of mirth are drawing towards a 
concluſion ; Hours, I hope, will be 
multiplied for many, many years to 
come, to your happineſs and comfort, 
1 to 1 7 65 Joy * en, | 


EMILY. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XVI 


\ 


FRANCIS LovecGroVeE, Eſq. to 


Miſs EMILIA CRESWEL.. | 


June 2 3 


IF E of my life, my ever dear 
Emilia, it is impoſſible for you to 
conceive the uneaſineſs your coldneſs 
gives me, or to imagine the pangs I ſuf- 
fer on your account. Can you ſo ſoon 
forget our tender meetings, our mutual 
promiſes. of love? And am I to be for- 
ſaken for one who has not one accom- 
pliſnment to recommend him to your 
regard; nay, for one whom you own 
you have not the leaſt ſnadow of incli- 
nation for? Can your mother's com- 
mands, (and ſhe but a ſtepmother) be 
Vol. I. E deemed 
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deemed cauſe ſufficient for ſuch a 
change; and, becauſe ſhe is unreaſon- 
able, muſt we be unhappy ? This deli- 
cacy, believe me, is ſtrained too high. 
It muſt impeach even your prudence, 
and give a perpetual handle to thoſe who 
aſſume authority over you to keep you 
in a ſervile and an unwarrantable ſubjec- 
tion. Enough has been given already 
to duty. Allow now ſomething to love. 
How am I become diſagreeable in your 
eyes? Am not I the fame in perſon, in 
mind the ſame as when I breathed my 
warmeſt vows at your feet, as when our 
infant loves firſt promiſed years of laſt- 
ing happineſs ? Yet, alas! how changed 
the ſcene : I muſt not ſee the object of 
my ſoul's delight, of my heart's pure 
| adoration, No more muſt I be bleſſed 
with the muſic of her voice, no more 
behold her angel-form. No ! ſhe rather 
chuſes to ſacrifice her youth and beauty 

| to 


- 
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to an aged rival; to ſuch an one too as 
ſhe deſpiſes ; and to gratify, with a pain- 
ful reſignation of her own happineſs, an 
7 ungenerous guardian and a cruel mo- 


17 Axz theſe our vows of love; are theſe 

the ſcenes of joy I fondly promiſed to 
myſelf, when, in happier days, we ſtrayed 
together through woods and groves in 
the delightful ſummer evenings, or be- 
guiled the tempeſtuous nights of winter 
in ſweet and blameleſs ſociety ? 


Cons1mtr but a while what it is you 
are about to do: ſurely. you cannot mean 
thus at once to deſtroy your own peace 
and mine,—What law can bind you, 
what duty oblige you to forego the 
choice of your heart, approved by your 
father, and made the ſincere convert to 
your virtues. Can this become you to 

E 2 grant, 


| 
F 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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grant, can it become a parent to aſk ?-— 


I wonder, Emily, what could induce her 
to think on this deſpicable Sands for 8 


huſband for her daughter. If I was to 
be rejected, was there no other fit to 
ſucceed me in my love's affections but 
ſuch an one as he? And, oh! could 


you liſten. to ſuch propoſals ; could you 


bear to hear affection named by him? 


Fox Heaven's ſake, if there be yet one 
tender ſentiment remaining in your 
breaſt for me, let not a thought of this 


prepoſterous match enter your heart, 


that heart which once I thought devot- 
ea xo love and me. 


Bur take fome. reſolution which may 


deliver you from this Egyptian bondage, 


and be aſſured my head, my heart and 
hand are at the ſervice of my love; no 


| endeavour — be wanting to effect this 
8 purpoſe, 


we I, 2 a. 


en 


Tas HAPPY DISCOVERY. 75 


* purpoſe, on my part, and thy ſevereſt 
| virtue ſhall not blame the proceeding, 


THroMas, who bears this, can convey 


me any anſwer that you fhall-think pro- 


per to ſend me: may it prove a favour- 
able one! for on your determination 


does more than my life depend. 


Aviv! my dear, my lovely Emily, 


pity the impatient ardour and painful ex- 
pectance of your ever faithful. 


LOVEGROVE. 
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LE T T E. R XVIII. 
Faancrs Lovnexovs, Eig. to 


Sir HA v VEAN Ex. 
| » OA 


I . of thy trifling, Sir Harry, I 
have followed thy advice. Again [ 
haye addreffed my fair one, but as yet 
I have received no anſwer. Meanwhile 
I have ſecured to my intereſt one of the 
domeſtics of the family, who, as I think, 
| will do oy thing for my ſervice. 


I nave al diſtantly hinted an elope- 
ment to Emily. Heaven knows how 
Jhe will receive it! but I fear that deli- 
cacy, which, notwithſtanding you ridicule 
ſo highly, I muſt yet own, unfavourable 
as it is to me, I cannot but admire. 
WS 3 Is 
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Ir I had the lively Sophy to deal 
with, I fancy I ſhould have but little 
trouble in this matter: ſhe, lively girl, 
would jump into my arms, and be mine 
as faſt as I could wiſh her. But then, 
difficulties ever heighten enjoyment, and 
double muſt be the pleaſure, when, by 
perſuaſion or ſurprize, I claſp my lovely 
half-conſenting, half-denying, bluſhing 
Emily to my panting breaſt, and bear 
her trembling from her rigid mother's 
unfriendly manſion! Oh! if I, could 
but effect that, what happineſs would 
equal mine; but now what counſel, . 
what remains now to be done? for I 
will leave the reſt to you: and remem- 


ber that on you I depend for the happi- 
neſs of all my future life. | 


You fay, my friend, that I have apoſ- 
tatized ; now pry'thee, in the name of 
common ſenſe, why ſhould I be cenſured 

| "4 1 for 
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for quitting ſcenes of riot and confu- 
fon, in order to purſue ſo fine a girl, as 
the jollieſt of our former jovial compa- 
nions would envy me the poſſeſſion of ? 
Or if I ſhould obtain her at laſt, and link 
myſelf in abſolute matrimony to her, 
does it therefore follow that I muſt for- 
ſwear -good-fellowſhip and the pleaſures 
of the bottle ever after? I cannot think 
it does. So in pity ſpare your taunts, 
and lend me your aſſiſtance to purſue this 
chace, in the ſame manner, and with the 
ſame ſpirit as you whuld do it in the pur- 
wit of any other intrigue. 


You know, Sir Harry, if we, have 
not held fo frequent correſpondence of 
late as formerly we have done, the fault 
has been no leſs yours than mine; ſince 
looking upon me as laſt to the cauſe, as 
you often expreſſed yourſelf, you 


thought fit to Ty your regards 
from 
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from me: and you may remember, like- 
wiſe, that I made the firſt advances 
towards the renewal of our acquaintance, 
of which, indeed, you never could be 
more defirous than I myſelf have been. 
In the mind I entertain at preſent, I 
ſhall proceed no farther. in this buſineſs 
till J hear from my friend, whoſe coun- 


ſel will be the guide of the bewildered 


\. LOVEQROVE. 


5 ˙ nn. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Fine een i 12118 


Ic 4010 tun N Juge 26. 


8⁰ ea poor ſtricken frietid, Sir 


Harry, ſtill continues his pining for 


his romantic maiden. On my conſcience, 
4 believe if he had your ſpirit, he would 


oon terminate this ſiege, and make the 


fortreſs ſurrender at diſcretion. But 
pray has the amorous knight quite for- 


gotten me ?—Methinks he would: not 
have done amiſs to have conſulted. me, 
likewiſe, upon the ſubject. It is likely 
that I might have proved ſerviceable to 
him: and fo I may ſtill, if it ſhall pleaſe 
both your wiſdoms, to make me of the 


5 Parv. 1 1 believe J. need not remind 


you, 
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you, baronet, that in all plots of theſe 
kinds a woman is neceſſary; you know 
it by experience, and ſome of your own 
intrigues, as you may remember, have 
miſcarried, purely for the want of a 
female auxiliary. * 


Bur, entre nous, what does Lovegrove 
deſign to do with the damſel, if he 
ſnould ſueceed ſo far as to carry her 
off? Not to marry her, I hope, after the 
affronts and refuſals he has received; 
if he does, I am ſure I ſhall entertain a 
more contemptible opinion of his ſpirit 
and his underſtanding than I have done 
yet. It is plain the little prude has, on 
alk hands, over-acted her part; I would 
have him do ſo by his. But I had for- 
gotten, this buſineſs belongs not to me, 
- unleſs by joint conſent I am to be made 
a party; ſo I will keep filence till I be 

authorized to ſpeak : to which purpeſe 
— E 6 you 
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you may propoſe the matter to your 
friend, and ſend me word of his deter- 
mination. TH 


_ . In faith I was glad to hear he had 
not quite apoſtatized. I always thought 
him a votary of mirth and pleaſure ; 
but this puling girl- had almoſt turned 
his brain. Well, he muſt have her by 
ſome means, or he may be loſt yet. 
We have a female whiner here, too, and 
I could tell you ſuch a tale - But, at pre- 
ſent, I muſt ſuppreſs my communicative 
diſpoſnion; but let him chuſe me his 
general, and I will lay ſuch a plan as 
| ſhall enſure him ſucceſs, or never more 


truſt 
— * * 
1 4 


CACILIA WALTHAM. 


1 r. 
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"LETTER XK: 

Francis LovecRove, Eſq. to Mifs 

F EMILIA Creswer. 
EEE June 2. 


8 AIN, 0 beloved of my heart, 

though vou have forbidden me 
to write *, again, muſt I lay open my 
heart befote you, and tel ani how much 
I ſuffer for n lake.” 


"REN e is your n dos | 
T is your virtue, if, by theſe, you 
are forbidden even to hold a literary 
correſpondence with one, for whom you 
once profeſſed ſo great a regard. —Is 
this the conſtancy of the ſincere, the 
unchanging Emilia ? Is this her return 

Ina letter not inſerted in this collection. 


86 Tas: HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


for a pure and virtuous paſſion, whic 
no human power ever can extinguiſh? 


You reproach me with giving you 
pain. You charge me with attempting 
to ſeduce you from the paths of recti- 

' tude, Injurious charge! unjuſt, unme- 
rited accufation! What ſhall I do? 
Muſt I periſh to pleaſe your unnatural 
relations, or ſhall J once more come 

and throw myſelf upon their mercy. 
© By heaven I will, if you command me, 
once more addreſs, in the moſt ſupplant 
terms, your haughty ſtep-mother ; but 
then, if I meet with a refuſal, I cannot 
command my temper, which, you know, 
by nature is warm and impetuous : you 
alone have been ever capable of ſoften- 
ing it; you led me from thoſe paths 
which you convinced me were dange- 
ous; you lured me to thoſe, whoſe end 
| you told me was peace—what peace? 
| Is 
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Is there pain on earth equal to that 
which at preſent I experience? What 
then have I to hope ? No, I can no lon- 
ger brook a painful ſelf-denial like, this. 
Gladly I relinquiſhed the uſual pleaſures 
of an age which you repreſented to me 
as depraved. 1 debarred myſelf of 
enjoyments which you firſt taught me 
to deem hurtful; JJ followed thoſe 
ſober maxims which. you approved, and 
you promiſed to become yourſelf my 
great reward: how ill have you kept 
your word? I am deſerted by my guide; 
—] ſink unequal to the taſk. My 
paſſions, like a ſtream long turned aſide, 
return with double force, and it is no 
longer in my power to ſtem the torrent. 


By heaven, Miſs Creſwel, if I hear 
not from you, I ſhall come, regardleſs 
of all conſequences, and, once more, 
demand you of your mother; but let 
7 her 
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her take care I meet not her imperious 
nephew in my way, or it may be worſe 
for one-of us. I cannot for ever com- 
mand forbearance.—If you have any 
thing to offer for my comfort, let me' 
know it before I am driven to theſe ex- 
tremes; for I would not willingly do 
any thing which might prove diſagreeable 
to her I love. But then I muſt have 
an anſwer. In expectation of which 
languiſhes, in inconceivable miſery, your 
faithful | 


LOVEGROVE. 


* 
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g LET TER XXL 


iſ baute CxEsw EI to Miſs Sol 


HowaRD. 
"of uly 2. 


* e my 7 ene ic Sophy, 
ate every day increaſing; Love- 
Sue is perpetually plaguing me with 
his letters; and though I have abſolutely 
refuſed to correſpond with him, yet I 
find myſelf obliged to do it. I fear his 
fiery temper, which breaks forth in 
diſtracted ſtarts, will occaſion ſome dread- 
ful cataſtrophe here, mould I ſend back 
his letters unopened, or otherwiſe affront 
him ; elſe, for myſelf, I could willingly, 
as I have faid already, yield up all 
thoughts of him as a lover, ſince, not- 
wipllaading all his confident aſſertions, 


I am 
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I am not under any engagements to hirn, 
And, to lay open my whole heart to you, 


my dear, I avow, that, amidft all that 


fondneſs I once entertained for him, 
and which now I find ſo difficult to root 
from my heart, I ever-dreaded his vio- 
lence of temper; and at preſent, I fear 
it more than ever, Inſtruct me, adviſe 


me, Sophy; what muſt J do in this mat - 


ter? My mother continues as violently 


bent as ever on the match with Sands, 
whom an indiſpoſition, however, has 


prevented from tormenting me for ſeveral 
days; but in return, the behaviour of 


Lovegrove has ſufficiently perplexed 


me. — Adieu! for a moment I muſt take 


ahi opportunity of anſwering his letter, 


or may not find another ſo favourable ; 
that done I will reſume my pen. 


I rave finiſhed the taſk ; and idol. 


* 1 ſend you a copy, to have your 


judgment 
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judgment of it. Heaven direct me for 
the beſt! Thomas conveys it—T wonder 
how this extraordinary man has won 
him over to his fide; but all-powerful 
gold, no doubt, has had its ſhare in the 
change. Such proceedings I cannot 
approve of. If a domeſtic loſes the 
virtue of fidelity to his maſter, his other 
good qualities are generally in danger— 
What then ſhall we fay of a child who 
tranſgreſſes her obedience Aye! there 
I muſt hold —yet is not this very correſ- 
pondence with Lovegrove a tranſgreſſion 
of that bond? It is, and I am reſolved 
to diſcontinue it. By ſuch a blameleſs 
conduct, perhaps, I may win, at laft, 
upon my mother to let me remain unmo- 
leſted in a fingle ſtate, which is the beſt 
thing that at preſent I can ſeek, or hope 
8 * 7708 


BLA¹ 
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Brau me not, Sophia, for this 
manner of reaſoning, nor think it forc- 
ed and unnatural; but remember 
that Heaven, though it ſeems to have 
paired us as friends, has yet created 
us with tempers widely different; and 
what in you may be becoming, might, 
perhaps, in me appear prepoſterous ; 
yet from ſuch differing diſpoſitions often 
ariſes ' that harmony of ſouls which 
weak 'mortals ſuppoſe it would deſtroy, 
ns, from the | differing tones of well- 
difpoſed firings, ariſes ſweet melody in 
muſic. My heart, however, has loft 
much of its peace; my ſpirits, alas 
are greatly relaxed from that firm and 
equal tone with which I once could 
juſtly boaſt, perhaps, that they were 
endued. — But I muſt endure this 
with meekneſs; I muſt ſeaſon myſelf 
to afflictions.—If it pleaſe Heaven to 
deliver me from theſe perplexities, per- 

— haps 


Tat HAPPY DISCOVERY. gz 


haps I may not be ſorry to have expe- 
rienced them. But, in the mean time, 
I cannot chuſe but feel their weight bear- 
ing heavy upon me. Write to me, my 
dear Sophy ; for your correſpondence 
is, at preſent, the only comfort of your 


EMILY. 


N 
| 


methods to win her to it. 
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LETTER XX. 


Fraycis LovecRove, Eſq. to THOMAS 


HAYNES. 


July 6. 
HEN you receive this, dear 
Y Thomas, you will know that 1 
have ſettled my plan of action in your 


young miſtreſs's regard, to whom 1 


proteſt that I mean nothing but the 
greateſt good, though, on account of 
ſome trivolous niceties in her temper, I 
am conſtrained to take theſe ſtrange 
By the 
incloſed paper of directions, written 


at my leiſure, you will know your cue, 


and, 
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and, if the buſineſs ſucceeds, you may 
depend on being handſomely rewarded 
by your friend, 2 


LOVEGROVE. 


P. S. Incloſed I have ſent you a ſmall 
acknowledgement of five guineas for 
the trouble you have already been at, 
and which may ſerve for the defraying 
any neceſſary expences. 


L E T- 
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mg 8 
LETTER XXIII. 


Miſs EMIL IA CR ESWE I to FRA Ne IS 


LoVEOGRO VE, Eſq. 


July 5. 

OTwiTHSTANDING all my reſo- 
lutions to the contrary, you 
oblige me, Sir, to write; you force me 
ſtill to keep up a correſpondence no lon- 
ger agreeable to me, as it is in direct 
oppoſition to the command of a parent. 
And now I have taken up the pen, what 
ſhall I write to you-? Can you think that 
fiery and impatient ſpirit which you are 
at ſo much pains to exhibit, is likely to 
recommend you to me or to the world ? 
Certainly not. But you reproach me 
with inconſtancy and breach of promiſes 
to you: what promiſe did J ever make 
to 
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to Mr. Lovegrove, which was not con- 
ditional, and which did not depend 
entirely on the will of my parents ? 
When they approved him, I admitted 
his addreſſes ; and if, during that time, 
I uſed my poor endeavours to wean him 
from what I thought wrong, is it his place 
to bring this as matter of accuſation 
againſt me ? Or 1s not he the better for 
the alteration of his conduct. The 
compliment paid me on this occaſion, 
at this time I could well diſpenſe with.— 
But you ſay my duty is unreaſonable, 
my virtue cruel ! What right have you 
to judge it fo, if I complain not ? Or 
have I told you yet that I am contracted 
to Mr. Sands. Should I pity the paſ- 
ſion which you avow to be ſo ſincere, 
what would it avail, ſince it is now im 
poſſible for me to return it. If T own that 


I once entertained an efteem for you, of 


which perhaps you were bu: too ſenſible, 
Vor, I. "EF 


and 


98 Tay HAPPY DISCOVERY, 


and that J till regard you as a friend, 
what advantage could it produce you ? 


As to your mention of making your 
propoſals once more to my mother, I 
am confident you may work me much 
uneaſineſs by ſuch a protedure, but 
without doing your ſuit any ſervice; 
on the contrary, it will only occaſion 
me to be preſſed more warmly on Mr. 
Sands's behalf. Such will be the effect 
of your firſt ſcheme. As for your 
ſecond, it is ſo wild, and extravagant, 
as becomes not a man of ſenſe to men- 
tion; and if it be done by deſign, it is 
baſe in you to attempt working upon my 
fears. I ſhould be ſorry to ſuſpect Mr. 
Lovegrove of ſuch a meanneſs, which 


my very ſoul deſpiſes.— 


In effect, I will not deny, Sir, that 
you were once dear to me: I am fo far 
= from 
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from favouring the ſuit of Mr. Sands, 
that I am determined to uſe every juſ- 
tifiable method to diſcourage him. But 
to receive your viſits again will be entirely 
impracticable: you ought not to expect 
that; butif you love me as you pretend, 
you will have too much regard to my 
peace, even to wiſh it. Our correſpon- 
dence, hkewiſe, as I muſt once again 
inform you, muſt terminate here; nor 
can I by any means diſpenſe farther 
with what I owe to that duty, which, 
though you are pleaſed to term anreaſo2- 
able, J hope will eycr be a rule for the 
conduct of 


* 


EMILIA CRESWEL. 
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VETTER XN 


THOMAS Haynes to Francis 


| LovzcRove, Eſq. 


J Have received your honour's letter, 
I together with the paper and gratuity, 
for which I return my moſt grateful 
acknowledgements, and ſhall be ſure to 
obſerve the directions contained in it. 


As for my young lady, to be ſure, ſhe 
is a ſweet gentle woman, and I would 
not have any harm come to her by me, 
on any account; but I truſt to your 
honour's word, that none is meant to 
her, and fo I ſhall make myſelf quite 
ealy about that. Only as I muſt cer- 


12712 loſe my place by this, I hope your 
honour 
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honour will be kind enough to look out 


for a place for me, or elſe to take me 


into your own ſervice, where I ſhall 
faithfully diſcharge my duty. 


My miſtreſs continues ſtill to teaze 
my young lady about that old fellow 
Sands, and plagues her out of her life. 
And ſhe ſays, too, that there is ſome 
notion of you in her head, which ſhe 
will have to be the reaſon of her refuſal; 
and ſo do 1 believe too; for there have 
been ſome papers found in Miſs Emily's 
chamber, concerning you, which has 
made a great ſtir in the family: and as 
I am on the watch, I ſhall hear all that 1 
can, and then tell your honour, that you 
may the better know how to go on; for 
it is a tickliſh buſineſs. —I wiſh it was 
over, and hope it will not be long firſt. 


In the mean while, I remain your honour's 


moſt humble ſervant to command, 


: THOMAS HAYNES. 
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"OT TR INC | 
Francis LovecRove, Eſq, to Miſs 


EmMiLia CRESWEL. 


From the Grange, July 10. 
FT HAVE this moment, madam, re. 
1 ceived your letter, and at the ſame 
time I have received intelligence of the 
ſtraits to which you are reduced, and 
the threats made uſe of to oblige you 
to marry Sands. I can no longer con- 
tain myſelf; and, notwithſtanding all 
your remonſtrances, I am reſolved to 
brave every hazard, and come in perſon 
to demand you, unleſs you will conſent to 
meet me here to morrow about ſeven in 
the evening. I do not ſay this merely 
to awaken your fears, as you hinted in 


your laſt; but I am abſolutely determin- 
WO ed 
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ed to proceed in this manner, regard- 
leſs of every conſequence, ſince my 
temporal, and, perhaps, even my eternal 
happineſs in this matter 1s at ſtake, and 
whatever vices I may run into, if now I 
am diſappointed, depend, Emily, that 
Heaven will lay them to your charge; 
if I take any deſperate reſolutions, of 
you alone will my blood be required. 
In ſhort, all my happineſs is loſt, if 1 
loſe you, and I am determined to uſe 
all lawful or unlawful means to prevent 
ſuch a conſequence; nor can I be blamed 
for this conduct, ſince I have to deal 
with one who makes it a ſmall thing to 
ſacrifice both her own felicity and mine 
to a falſe and ill- placed delicacy. But I 
am told, I can never hope to ſucceed by 
this attempt; I may not, perhaps, get 
the conſent I ſolicit; but of this I am 
ſure, that I ſhall treat Mrs. Creſwel and 
her coadjutor in ſuch a manner as will 


'® 4 plainly 
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plainly evince the folly and danger of 
ſacrificing my right to another. Yes, 
I again repeat it, you are my right, 
_ Miſs Creſwel, and no other perſon's; 
and he who ſeeks to take you from me, 
ſhall firſt deprive me of that being, 
which without you I reckon of no value. 
What if an abſolute unconditional pro- 
miſe were not indeed made on your part, 
yet your heart conſented; that was 
wholly mine, and all your behaviour 
witneſſed it. What need is there for 
me to repeat, I ſigh, 1 burn, I die for 
Emily; too well ſhe knows it, yet flights 
my ardent, conſtant, faithful paſſion ; 
but here I declare to Heaven, I will not 
ceaſe to ſeek, ſollicit, and by every 
means to endeavour at winning her, in 
ſpite of fortune, in ſpite of her friends, 
nay, even of herſelf, if ſhe ſhould con- 
tinue blind to her own happineſs, while 
there is life, or ſenſe, or motion remain- 


ing 
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ing in this body; and if ſhe meet me 
not to-morrow at the place appointed, 
I will go and bring her from the bon- 
dage of her mother's houſe by intreaties, 
ſtratagem, or force. Theſe are the fixed 
reſolutions of ä 


LOVEGROVE, 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Miſs Emitia CRESWEL to Miſs Sopnra 


HOWARD. 


July 8. 


Y lover's health renewed, has 
renewed alſo my troubles : again 

he appears before me, and torments me 
again with his odious ddreſſes. Oh, So- 
phy! more and more do Idiſlike that man, 
as daily he ſhews himſelf more and more 
devoid of ſentiment. He looks on me 
merely as a piece of furniture in the diſ- 
poſal of my mother in-law, and now 
abſolutely treats me as ſuch. Alas! 
— Juſt then a ſigh was heaving in my 
boſom ald I was about to exclaim, 
not ſuch, with all his imperfections, was 
Lovegrove; but I muſt make none of 
| theſe 
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theſe compariſons ; In their nature they 
are odious, and can ſerve only to add 
weight to our ſufferings. Beſides, - per- 
haps, I owe a great part of my uneaſi- 
neſs to him, who once was the object of 
my regard: letter after letter do I re- 
ceive from kim, notwithſtanding all my 
injunctions to the contrary; and but 
yeſterday my mother, as I find, picked 
up one of his pretty epiſtles. The 
event I dread even now, and hourly 
expect her reproaches. Oh Sophy ! 

it not hard, that a heart like mine ſhould 
be thus tortured ! But I forgot, I have 
forſworn complaining. bo 


July 9. 
Said I, I 1 forſworn complaining! ? 


Alas ! my forrows are too much to bear, 
My mother has been with me ; ſhe has 
accuſed me of diſobedience, of falſify- 
ing my word, and many other faults, 
F 6 nay, 
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nay, ſhe has even arraigned my fpotles 
virtue. I melted into tears ; Sands was 
introduced to me in the very midft 
of my confuſion ; the monſter inſulted 
and triumphed over me in my affliction, 
A week alone is the ſpace of liberty 
allowed me; and this, perhaps, may be 
the laſt letter you will receive from your 
Emily. Pen, ink, and paper are deni- 
ed me; and I am even now obliged to 
Thomas for the implements of writing, 
which he thinks I am employing in pen- 
ning a letter to Lovegrove : but this is 
far from my thoughts, ſince it will only 
driye him to deſpair, to acquaint him 
how I am treated. But J had forgot to tell 
you, within theſe ſeven days I am to go 
down to a houſe of my couſin's in the 
wilds of Kent, where I am to be kept a 
cloſe priſoner till the day of marriage 
can be ſettled; I would as willingly have 
keard the day of my death fixed. This 

was 


9 
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was a finiſhing ſtroke to my happineſs, 
and I endeavoured to ward it in vain.ä—I 


fell on my knees before my mother, I 


begged her forbearance. I promiſed 
never to ſpeak of, or correſpond with, 
Lovegrove again, if ſhe would not force 
me to marry one whom I could not love: 
but I was not to be believed; my mother 
ſaid, ſhe could not truſt me, who had 
once deceived her, but was determined 
to put it in my power no more to do fo. 
Thus, my dear, am I doomed to be ſacrifi- 
ced, in ſpite of all my endeavours, to the 
man whom I hate: what then remains 
for me to do? What, but to be reſigned 
entirely to a fate which is inevitable; 
and which to ſtruggle with would be 
only to make it fall more heavy upon 
me. Thus ſituated, my dear, I muſt 
bid you farewel; aſſuring you, that 
whatever fortune I may experience, I 
ſhall ever remain conſtantly yours, 


EMILIA. 
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LET FER XVII. 
. e | 
CHARLES, Lord Viſc. 8 to FR AN C18 
LoVEORO VE, Eſq. 
July 10. 
AM ſorry, dear Frank, to hear that 
the Creſwel family are ſo ſet againſt 
you; and that without any cauſe but the 
mere whim and caprice of an unreaſona- 
ble woman. I hoped, by this time, 
to have received the agreeable news 
of your approaching union with the 
amiable Emily. If you think any thing 
I can ſay or write will have any influence 
on - her ſtep-mother, I am ready to 
aſſiſt you; but you know, Frank, I am 
a plain man, and have not much to 
offer upon theſe matters. I aſſure you, 
all your relations, and thoſe who with 
you 


* 
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you well, are concerned at this unex- 
pected repulſe: for my own part, I long 
to ſee you ſettled, which, I fear, I never 
ſnall, from what you have ſaid, if it be 
not with Miſs Creſwel. | 


Ir fortune make any difference, I have 
a few thouſands which I can deyote to 
your ſervice without injuring any one, 
ſince your couſin poſſeſſes, as he has 
often declared, a ſufficiency to live ſplen- 
didly, ſhould he never receive a ſhil- 
ling from me, and 1s very willing I 
ſhould aſſiſt you; ſo you need not make 
a point of ceremony of that matter. 
Lady Mary is with us : ſhe ſays, ſhe is 
ſurprized any woman can reſiſt you, and 
pays you ſo many compliments, that I 
begin to ſuſpect that her lover, the gene- 
ral, is half. jealous of you, though he 
never has ſeen you. Indeed, Frank, 
ſeriouſly ſpeaking, I wonder Emily can 
14 ſo 
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ſo calmly conſent to break off with you, 
and ſhew no ſtronger marks of regard; 
methinks, it is carrying her refinements 
to too great a height; but you have 
repreſented her as all virtue, and all 
prudence; and, indeed, if ſhe ſhould 
fland this trial, 1 ſhould deem her almoſt 
more than mortal. But courage, ne- 
phew, endeavour yet to win her, nor 
ever deſpair till you ſee her wedded to 
another; but try every honeſt means to 
obtain the ineſtimable acquiſition of ſuch | 
a ſpouſe, and aſſure yourſelf of every 
poſſible aid from your affectionate uncle, 


F 
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Francis LOVEGROVE, Eſq. to Sir 


HARRY VERNEY. 


July 16. 


OST, undone, Sir Harry, all 
our plan is deſtroyed; Emily, 
to-morrow, is to be removed far- 
ther into the country, and nothing 
remains but a deſperate attempt to 
carry her off during this ſhort inter- 
val. It is a curſed unlucky acct 
cident, as our ſchemes were not 
yet ripe for execution; but I muſt 
run this hazard, and ſee her at all 
events. . 


 Apizv [ 
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Abe! Time permits not to add 
any more; but, within a day or two, 


expect to hear ſtrange tidings from 


LOVEGROVE. 


K's; I have been indiſpoſed, or all 
had been decided by this time, 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXX. 


Francis LoveGRoOvE, Eſq. to Miſs 
h EMILIA CRESWEL. 
July 16, 


IsappoinTED, as I was, by 
you, .madam, I had certainly 
attended you at the time I mentioned, 
dut that fudden illneſs ſeized me, and 
prevented my fulfilling* my word. 1 
have now to inform you, that as I have 
learned the cruel reſolution of your rela- 
tions to cloiſter you up in the wilds of 
Kent, I am determined to oppoſe them: 
if you will meet me this evening, and 
concert meaſures to effect this end 
peaceably, I ſhall attend you in the 
meadow, and Thomas will conduct you: 
if not; I ſhall take ſuch methods as may 
anſwer 
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anſwer my aim of preſerving your happi- 
neſs, though at the expence of bloodſhed, 
and at the hazard of my own lfe, which, 
in ſuch a cauſe, I ſhall not ſcruple to 
expoſe. It will be vain, madam, to 
uſe any farther intreaties, in order to 
prevail on you to attend to your own 
good; ſo I ſhall only repeat my reſolu- 
tion of ſerving you, leaving it to your 
own choice, whether i it ſhall be with or 
againſt your own conſent. I; remain 
impatiently waiting for the evening, 
yours eternally, 


o ? — 


\ LOVEGROVE. 


| * 


— 
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LETTER XXX. 


THOMAS HAVYNES, to FRANCIS 


LovecRovse, Eſq. 


July 10. 

7 OUR honour's inſtructions came 

1 too late: contrary to my expecta- 
tion, and unknown to me, Miſs was 
removed laſt night, which was two 
whole days before the time appointed. 
I thought, indeed, I had been ſuſpected 
at firſt, but find all is ſafe from that 
quarter; ſo it now remains for your 
honour to go after the young lady as ſoon 
as poſſible, and to conſider in what man- 
ner I can be ſerviceable, as I am forced 
to remain here, unleſs I quit my place : 
I was very uneaſy till I could ſend you 
word of this, which I would have done 
; | ſooner, 
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ſooner, but that I could not come out 

myſelf, and cared not to truſt any but 
| my old meſſenger, Sarah, who now 
| brings this from your honour's dutiful 

r ä 


THOMAS HAYNES. 
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Der 0R 


Miſs So rHIA HOWARD, to. Miſs 


Emilia CRESWEL. 


July I 5 
TNOR Heaven's ſake, my fair friend, 

what are all theſe leſſons of patience 
brought up for, at a time like this? 
Muſt I be ſerious? Well, I will—reſig- 
nation, then, to the will of Heaven, is 
certainly praiſe-worthy; but yours is 
reſignation to the whims of thoſe who 
regard not your happineſs. Why then 
this ſacrifice ? You were not ſo reduced, 
but you might have found the means of 
thwarting them, at leaſt in the grand 
point, and. ſtill you may—Lovegrove 
offers them to you. Accept them, and 
then you may make your own terms. 


"- 
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If, after all, you ſhould chuſe to re- 
turn to your mother, you will ſtill have 
it in your power to do ſo, and to do it 
on your own conditions. And why all 
theſe ſcruples. This very perſon, in 
obedience to whom you ſo much pique 
yourſelf, is not your natural parent at 
laſt. Now were my own mother to 
command me thus - unreaſonably, I 
ſhould - but our tempers differ ſo 
widely, that I am confident you will not 
liſten to me. Thus are you doomed to 
be ſacrificed to the man you hate. Nay, 
thus do you, my dear, ſacrifice yourſelf. 
Alas! Unhappy beauty! an over- deli- 
cacy of ſentiment will, at laſt, prove 
your ruin. ber ; 


| He cha, you: will ſay, is a ftrange 
method of conſoling you. Hearken 
now, Miſs Emily, a word in private. 
Have you ſo ſoon forgotten the tenor 
of 
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of your father's will, and do you not 
recolle& that Sir Robert Trenchard, a 
relation of your lover's, is alſo one of 
your guardians? No doubt, your decea(- 
ed parent had his reaſons for joining him 
in the guardianſhip with Mrs. Creſwel. 
He meant, 1t 1s likely, to keep her un- 
der ſome controul; and will you make 
no uſe of this kind caution ? What is 
this, but acting contrary to the will of 
the dead. Indeed, my dear, you are 
induſtrious to raiſe to yqurielf more 
difficulties than Heaven deſigned ſhould 
fall to your ſnare in this troubleſome 
world: elſe why do you not concert 
matters with Lovegrove, for whom, 
in ſpite of all your efforts, your heart 
ſtill confeſſes a paſſion, and through his 
means apply to Sir Robert. Beſides, you 
will ſoon be of age, and none will then 
be impowered to controul your incli- 

No. I. G nations, 
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nations, or hinder you of that fortune 
which your father bequeathed: to you. 
Stand it out, at leaſt, till then, and the 
beſt conſequences mult enſue.  . _ 


Bur they are to remove you into the 
wild of Kent, and there threaten to keep 
you priſoner, till they match you with 
the man you hate. They | zbreaten, let 
them threaten ; but if they proceed to 
put their menaces in execution, there 
are means of deliverance. We live not, 
thank Heaven, in a land where the pow- 
er of parents is ſo arbitrary over their 
children, as to make them ſlaves. Do you 
not know how to apply for redreſs? 
Mr. Lovegrove, Sir Robert, nay, my 
obſequious humble ſervant, ſhall do it 
for you : the man will be proud. of the 
opportunity of obliging me; and, be- 
ſides, he really entertains a great regard 

for 
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for your character. What then is the 
occaſion of all this exclamation,. when 
the remedy 1s in your own hands. Now 
I vow and declare, Miſs Creſwel, if it 
were not that I fear you would deem it 
ſuperlatively cruel, I could laugh and 
railly you inceſſantly upon theſe roman- 
tic diſtreſſes which you complain of: 
though J muſt own, at the ſame time, 
if people make their own unhappineſs, 
the pain they ſuffer is not leſs than if 
it were unavoidable; and, in this ſenſe, 
I muſt pity you. But I would, by all 
means, perſuade you to lay aſide theſe 
over-refinements, at leaſt for a time, 
in a caſe ſo critically nice, and on which 
the colour of your future life, as you 
lay yourſelf, is likely to depend. Be- 
lieve me, Emily, when once you are 
known to adhere ſo ſtrictly to theſe deli- 
cacies, you will ever find people in the 
| G 2 world 
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world ready to retort them upon ycu, 
and take advantage of your ſtrict 2-1 poke 
to injure and diſtreſs you. 

I am not accuſtomed to be thus grave; 
but your ſituation, ' my dear, has made 
me ſerious. —I beg, for my ſake, for 
your own ſake, and for the ſake of 
the world, to whom it were pity you 
ſhould be loſt, (which I know muſt be 
the caſe, if one of your nicety of ſenti- 
ment is matched to a perſon devoid of 
theſe feelings, and whom ſhe cannot 
love) on all accounts, I beg that you 
will ſpare yourſelf all theſe troubles, 
and all this uneaſineſs, and quickly fall 
upon ſome method of delivering yourſelf 
from the- whimſical perſecution of your 
mother, and her tyrannical kinſman, 
whoſe temper is well known to be 
| inſupportable. If you endeavour not 
' at _ J never ſhall forgive you; 

| but 
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but if you will declare in your own 
favour, and uſe that ſpirit which Hea- 
ven had moſt certainly not given us 
but for wiſe ends, you may depend on 
all manner of * and — 
n your 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Lady Glenn warens to Sir 


HENRY VERNEx. 


July 13. 


Harry, and poor Lovegrove i is ab- 
ſolutely dying for her.— Such are the 
effects of a prudiſh and over- acted deli- 
cacy. I ſuppoſe the poor inamorato will 
follow her, and a troubleſome piece of 
work he will make of his courtſhip, 
unleſs he will be ruled by us.—It is won- 
derful that there has not been any con- 
fuſion yet between him and Mr. Palliot, 
for the young gentleman 1s very teſty, 
and our friend is not of the moſt patient 
temper.— I fancy, by this time, he is 
pretty well lickened of romantic adven- 
ho - ftures, 


9 — ey 


0 the girl! is removed at laſt, Sir 
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ures, and ready to lay aide his ſtrange 
notions of virtue, Which ſo lately he 
adopted; yet, methinks, I could be 
glad he ſheuld carry off the girl in ſpite 
of her relations; but to marry her, Oh! 
Heavens! How ridiculous. Do you 


really think, baronet, he will be weak 


enough ? 1 uſed to hear a great deal 
about this Emily from Sophy Howard. 
But ſome of my freedoms having diſ- 
guſted her, we are very thy towards 
each other, ſo that I muſt depend on 
you for all my intelligence now. 


I TELL you again and again, Sir 
Harry, that, however ſtrange it may 
appear, the melancholy, the recluſe 
Mr. Barclay, is ſecretly poor Love- 
grove's rival. This intelligence I have 
from the beſt authorities ;—a ſmile from 
her would be powerful enough to draw 
kin from his ſolitude, and to make him 
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again a man of the world; but this, I 
tell you, he adopted, and which have 
only ſerved to torment him—But, how- 
ever, as I am made a party in the buſi- 
neſs, I will take pains ta do what is beſt 
for his ſervice; though, to ſay the truth, 
if he makes a ſerious matter of it, I fear 
he will reap little benefit, though we 
club our wits to oblige him: yet this 
hint will oome better from ** en 
Vemeys't than ien 


' CACILIA WALTHAM. 
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Mr. Goopwin to Mr. CLevasLany. 
July 18, 
T is 400 true, Sir, that a fruitlefs; 
nay, at preſent, an hopeleſs paſſion 
engroſſes the mind of Mr. Barclay; and 
it is no leſs true, that he is himſelf belov- 
ed by Miſs Arabella Willis, who, even 
now, ſighs for him; and, though ſhe 
has no longer any part in his affections, 
is yet doomed to experience a ſhare in 
his forrows.. | 


TEE ſecret is at laſt unravelled; 
he loves Miſs Creſwel; and it was, no 
doubt, on this account that you were 
deſired to make ſome enquiries concern: 
ing that lady and her ſuitors. But it 
3 G-5 ſhould. 
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ſhould ſeem, that ſhe is totally ignorant 
of Mr. Barclay's paſſion, and, even if 
ſhe were acquainted with it, prejudiced 
as ſhe is in favour of another, and per- 
ſecuted by her friends on the behalf of 
a third, he could promiſe himſelf but 
little advantage from the diſcloſing of 
an inclination, which he, therefore, 
keeps concealed, leſt it ſnould injure her 
happineſs, whom he regards, without 
promoting his own. This delicacy, 
how. laudable ſoever, cofts him dear. — 
But the object of his regard is a lady 
well worthy of his affections. For per- 
ſonal beauty ſne has ſcarcely any equal; 
and, as to her mental accompliſnments, 
they even exceed her charms— ] was at 
one time favoured with her acquaintance, 
and have been acquainted with her 
piety and benevolence.— An act of her 
charity 1 was once a witneſs to, which 
gave me a high opinion of her virtues. 

945 „ oon 
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t A pookR man, who had long been i 5 
f employed by an acquaintance of her "| 
father's, as a clerk, having met with 1 
a many misfortunes, was inevitably oblig- ; 
E ed to contract ſome debts with his 4 
employer, who, having a large family, [| 

and meeting with ill ſucceſs in his buſi- 9 


neſs, he was by no means in a condition : 
to diſcharge. Having been employed 
to buy up ſome goods for the uſe of 
another, in which buſineſs he was im- 
prudent enough to uſe his own name and 
credit, the perſon for whom he was 
factor, having gotten the commodities 
into his hands, left the poor clerk to 
pay for them, who was arreſted for the 
money. In this diſtreſs he ſent to his 
employer, who, having made many 
remarks or his folly, abſolutely refuſed 
to give him any aſſiſtance; though it 
was repreſented, that he had left a miſe 
and three children in the greateſt diſ- 
G 6 treſs.— 
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treſs.—Miſs Creſwel, was preſent, and 
would have interceded in his behalf, 
but found it would be vain. The next 
day ſhe made it her buſineſs to enquire 
out the diſtreſſed family with a view of 
aſſiſting them. A fimilar motive car- 
ried me to the ſame place. I beheld her, 
in the diſguiſe of a homely garment, 
enquiring into the particulars of this 
affair, —She knew me not; but a bluſh 
overſpread her face at the ſight. of a 
ſtranger, and the bluſh rendered her 
more lovely. Satisfied in her enquiries, 
at her return home, ſhe ſent the wife the 
needful ſuccour, and - releaſed the huſ- 
band from priſon, paying the debt, which 
was conſiderable, and relieving him be- 
ſides, with ſuch neceſſaries as he was in 
immediate want of. She was not then 
eighteen, and this whole affair was carried 
on in a anner. ſo ſecret, that her father 
{DEW 
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knew nothing of the matter, til chance 
e it to him. 


AFTER this, I was often happy in her 
company, I heard her ſentiments, I ad- 
mired her actions. The modeſty with 
which ſhe delivered her opinions, yet 
the good ſenſe and dignity with which 
they were enforced, charmed every one 
who heard her. Some of her maxims I 
remember, and, at the ſame time, re- 
member they were juſt. Speaking of 
love, © I conſider this paſſion,* ſaid ſhe, 
as an uſeful failing, a graceful weak- 
* neſs; leſs noble than friendſhip, yet 
* more deſirable; leſs reaſonable than 
many other ties, yet more engaging.— 
Every one is capable of feeling its 
force; few are capable of its refine- 
ments; in its exceſs, it is little better 
than madneſs; in its due medium, it 
is the ornament of virtue, and the 
* ſource 
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« ſource! of noble and heroic actions.“ 


In one ſo young, ſuch a juſt mode of 


thinking appeared to every one extra- 
ordinary. | 

A GENTLEMAN who was preſent while 
ſhe diſcourſed thus, put ſeveral queſtions 
to her on different ſubjects, as, perhaps, 
imagining ſhe might have been practiſed 
in thoſe particular ones on which he had 
heard her ' converſe. Amongſt many 
others Pray madam, ' ſaid he, what 
is your opinion of modeſty in either 
* ſex? Why is it ſo lightly eſteemed in 
men, and ſo greatly valued in women, 
© on the contrary, that it is even diſtin- 
guiſhed by the emphatic name of vir- 
tue; as if there were no other quality 
in them ſo excellent as to deſerve being 


* * 


6 


< ſet in competition with it? 


Tou queſtion, Sir,” replied the 
young lady, © is of a complicated na- 
ture, 


Tus HAPPY DISCOVERY. 135 


* ture, and, perhaps, requires a greater 
capacity than mine to anſwer it aright. 
* But ſince you have thought fit to pro- 
poſe it to me, I will anſwer it as well 
* as I am able—Modeſty, then, is the 
« moſt ſhining quality in women, not 
only as it tends to make them beloved 
by the other ſex, but as it is the ſource 
of tenderneſs, ſentiment, and many 
© other valuable qualities. Like honour 
min the men, it is the bond of every 
other virtue, and being ſtrongly incul- 
cated in early youth, thoſe Who break 
through ſo ſolemn a tie ſo ſtrongly 
enforced, are generally found capable 
of tranſgreſſing every other bond of 
duty; and hence it appears, that mo- 
* deſty in our ſex is ſtyled emphatically 
© virtue, as it is the very cement of every 
other amiable quality among females. 
With the men it is far otherwiſe ; their 
* honour is their bond, which ought to 


* 


* * 


* 


* 
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© be kept as inviolate- as a woman's 
* chaſtity. —But as the two ſexes ſhould 
differ in their qualities, as they do in 
© their form, ſo it by no means follows, 
© that what is accounted virtue in the 
© one; ſhould be ſuch in the other. 


© Modeſty is, doubtleſs, in a degree 


© neceſſary to both, and ſhameleſs impu- 
« dence debaſes either: yet there is a 
« manly boldneſs, a decent aſſurance in 
men, which, though it would be high- 


iy blameable in females, is to them 


© a comely and natural ornament, and 
© to which modeſty is confeſſaflly but a 
© fecondary quality : and hence it has 
fallen into light eſteem among them, 
and is, perhaps, by an abuſe of 
© words, ſaid to be of little or no uſe 
to the ſex.” 


Jover. now, Mr. Cleveland, of her 
ee and genius, who could- make a. 
ſpeech. 


8 


Tut HAPPY DISCOVERY. 137 


ſpeech like this, which J ſeruple not to 
pronounce worthy of a man and of a 
philoſopher. © I have it written in ſhort- 
hand in my pocket-book, from whence 
J have now copied it for your peruſal. 
All were aſtoniſhed at her reply, and 
ſuch a profuſion of compliments were 
paid her, as called forth the proofs of 
that modeſty in her countenance, which 
had been the ſubject of debate, and tlius 
proved her, in the higheſt degree, 
poſſeſſed of that virtue ſo mahle in 
here. 

«lik I bew in the Gilling of life, moſt 
certainly I ſhould have conceived a paſ- 
fion for this lovely one. Mr. Barclay, 
I find, has viewed her with my eyes, and 
I ſincerely pity his misfortune ; for ſuch 
it certainly ought to be accounted, to 
love without the leaſt proſpect of a 
return. Let if you are acquainted with 


that | 
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that excellent man, certainly you will 
own, that Heaven has formed him as a 
counterpart to this faireſt work of his 

creation. And this may be faid without 


any difparagement to Mr. Lovegrove, 


who is at preſent the object of her atten- 
tion. Poor lady! moſt Gneerely do 1 
commiſerate her caſe, perſecuted, as you 


ſky the is, by her friends and by 4 


hated ſuitor. | 


.: Youn: addrefics; 1 bee to bie amnia-· 
bie Mifs Harley meet with none ef theſe 
obſtructions. May you be as happy as 
your heart can with | And may you 
ſuceeed in your attempt of ohe again 
reconciling, to a more ſocial life, Mr. 
Barclay; who is, and ever will be, dear 
nc and n fincere friend and 

2 8 0 0 D WI N. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Miss HARL Ex to Mr. CLEVELAND, 


July 21. 


IHE amiable creature, Mr, Cleve- 

. land, of whom you have ſpoken 
ſo well, is ſuddenly removed to the Wild 
of Kent, where ſhe muſt remain till ſhe 


conſents to marry the man whom her 


friends have propoſed to her; but it 
ſeems extraordinary that ſhe ſhould ſuf- 
fer herſelf to be treated thus, as ſhe has, 
it is ſaid, another guardian, a relation 
of her lover's, to whom ſhe might apply 
for ſuccour and redreſs. 


I assuRE you, I am charmed with 


Mr. Goodwin's account of Miſs Creſwel, 
and think, ſhe is well deſerving of the 


moſt 
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moſt accompliſhed man that England 


can produce; and, as that gentleman 


has obſerved, Mr. Barclay appears the 
moſt ſuitable to her temper and man- 
ner, of all who have yet appeared in the 
circle of our acquaintance; and moſt 
ſincerely do I wiſh it were poſſible for 
them to be united: but as this is im- 
practicable, all our wiſhes are in vain, 
except thoſe of health and proſperity to 


both thoſe excellent perſons, 


Tut compliments contained in your 
letter“, are ſuch as, conſidering our 
long acquaintance, might, indeed, have 
been ſpared. You attribute thefe to love; 
then love is indeed a weakneſs : happy 
for us if it be likewiſe a graceful, or 
laudable one : I am glad, however, that 


Not inſerted here. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Creſwel's opinion ſo far coincides 
with mine, as to allow that it is a weak- 
neſs. Believe me, Mr. Cleveland, we are 
ever apt to put the beſt conſtructions 
upon our own foibles, and to be blind to 
what, perhaps, we ought to view with 
the acuteſt eyes. May it not be thus 
with regard to the tender paſſions?— 
If we look round us, we ſhall perceive 
them violent in their firſt riſe z; but in- 
ſenſibly ebbing and declining with our 
years. But it is not my part to philoſo- 
Phize; and all that I have ſaid, is but 
as a mere memorandum, which may 
ſerve to give us an idea of what may 
happen to ourſelves, by a retroſpection 
of the maxims of others. Indeed'it were 
to be wiſhed, that we could always con- 


ſider the preſent moment with the 


future, as we ſhould not fail, by ſuch a 
conduct, to ſpare ourſelves many of the 
diſappointments we meet with in life.— 
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owe to a good one, and a natural parent 


actions of 
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The application of this is eaſy, and, re- 
collecting the words of your own letter, 
I doubt not, Sir, but you will make it 


Fox my own part, my heart is known 
to you, and it is in vain to ſeek now to 
diſguiſe it: yet your requeſt depends not 
on me, but on my father, to whom I 
muſt refer you: if Miſs Creſwel can pay 
ſuch an implicit obedience to a bad re- 
lation, to a ſtep- mother, what do I not 


My eſteem, my regard, my affections, 
I confeſs are yours; but he mult ever 
regulate the conduct, and direct the 


A. HARLEY. 


LET. 


2 1 
6 1 
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LET, TE KXXV: 


Faancis LovecRove, Eſq. to Sir 
HENRY VERNEY, 


July 22. 
Y Was, indeed, diſappointed, Sir Har- 
ry, cruelly ſo ;—my miſtreſs was ra- 
viſhed from me, and had it not heen for 
the care of honeſt Thomas, I might have 
fallen into much miſchief ; receiving, 
however, timely notice, I made haſte to 
{et off after her, and am now in the remo- 
teſt part of the wilds of Kent, where, 


in a cloſe diſguiſe, I watch my .oppor- 


tunity of ſeeing my beloved one, to 
whom I have already written, and am 
now deviſing the means to get the letter 
conveyed to her, as Thomas is not here. 
However, he has written me word, that 

: he 
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he has laid a ſcheme to come down hither 
to young Palliot, which, if it take effect, 
will co-operate with my plan, and till 
enable me to carry off my Emily.-Aadeed, 
lady Cæcilia is a very uſeful hand, and 
will prove of great aſſiſtance to us in our 
future proceedings. We muſt not, how- 
ever, expect her ſervices without paying 
a tribute to her vanity, and it requires 
little diſcernment to ſee that her lady- 
ſhip loves to be complimented. How- 


ever, ſince on the whole ſhe is a good 


ſchemer, it will be worth the while to 
pay a proper attention to her. 


Bur whence, in the name of fortune, 
did ſhe learn that Barclay is my rival? 
He is the laſt man I ſhould have ſuſ- 
pected; and if he really be ſuch, 1 be- 


lieve there is little to fear from him, 


ſince I have the girl's affections; yer ! 
muſt not be too ſecure ; for, on my foul, 
| to 
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to deal freely with you, I ſcarcely ever 
think on her as a wife, without a ſecret 
check, which ſeems to tell me ſhe ſhall 
never be mine; and in any other way, 
J have too much honour to think on 
her. 


My lovely girl, I find, is kept a cloſe 
priſoner, and ſo they are determined to 
keep her, till ſhe ſhall conſent to marry 
the odious Sands. I wonder ſhe could 
thus ſuffer herſelf to be cloiſtered up, 
conſidering that Sir Robert Trenchard, 
my uncle's relation, is one of her guard- 
lans: to him, indeed, I could myſelf 
have applied on her behalf; but that 
I chuſe all that is doneſhould be my own 
exploit: I fear, however, between the 
over-delicacy ' of my - miſtreſs, and the 
rigid behaviour of her relations, I ſhall 
have a difficult buſineſs of it; but the 
prize will doubly pay the toil; ſo I am 

H reſolved 
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_ reſolved to proceed. Perſeverance, at 
leaſt, ſhall this time mark my character, 
and to this / perſeverance muſt Emily 
yield, or ſhe muſt be more than woman, 
If I can but get my letters conveyed 
to her, I will contrive to ſee her; and, 
if I can contrive to ſee her, I doubt 
not but I ſhall find the means of carry- 
ing her off, —On theſe rircumſtances I 
ground my expectations; and I hope I 
do not build upon a ſandy foundation. 
My dear baronet, I am ſenſible of my 
obligations to you in this matter, which 
are ſuch as I ſhall not eaſily be able to 
repay; your ſprightly wit and quickneſs 
of invention have been, and ſtill may be, 
of infinite ſervice to me in the proſecu- 
tion of my amour. If I ſucceed, you 
may depend I ſhall be ruled by you in 
my proceedings, as you approve your- 
—_ che _ ſoul's active ſpirit of 


 LOVEGROVE. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Miſs EMiLia CRESWEL to Miſs SorpH1A 
How aARD., 


July 23. 


Dr the extraordinary care of Tho- 


mas, my dear, I have received 
your letter here in the wilds of Kent, 
whither my ſtep- mother has ordered me 
to be conveyed.— By him I learn, that 


ſhe intends ſoon to come down hither . 
herſelf. Surely, if ſhe does, ſhe will not 


ſuffer her daughter to be thus cloyſtered 
and cruelly treated; angry as ſhe is with 
me, I think ſhe wall not. 


However ſharply you railly what 
you are pleaſed to term my eaſy temper, 


Sophy, yet I aſſure you, I am not diſ- 
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poſed to change it. My mother, indeed, 
has uſed me roughly; yet will T not 
bring the iſſue to a law proceeding, nor 
refer it to my other guardian.—Such a 
conduct can neither reflect honour on 
me, nor any ways tend to inſure that 
peace of mind, which I value, though 
now indeed I enjoy it not, beyond every 
E bleſſing on earth. Leaſt of all will 
J if I know myſelf aright, truſt myſelf 
in the arms of a lover, whoſe favours I 
ſhould, perhaps, dread even more than 
ll the ill offices of an enemy, nor expoſe 
| my name to be the talk of a cenſorious 
| world, how innocent ſoever by conduct 

85 really be. | 


i Howzvxk, I cannot be angry with 
| | you, my dear, for your raillery, which 
j _ is ſo delicate and ſo well meant; only I 
| _ muſt remind you once again, that it may 
Ii well become you to * what it may 
| very 
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very ill become me to practiſe. You 


are too ſenſible not to perceive the full 
force of this argument, which, there- 
fore, I have the leſs occaſion to inſiſt 


on: I muſt aſſure you, that I am rather 


more at eaſe, now this threatened journey 
has taken place, than I was before; but 
why, I know not; except it be that 
long- expected evils, like long-hoped-for 


bleſſings, leſſen on their near approach: 


yet, Sophy, were I to relate the tyranny 
of my cruel couſin, and every circum- 
ſtance attending my preſent ſituation, I 
am perſuaded you would wonder at my 
patience, and be angry with me for 
bearing ſo lightly, what, at all events, 


I muſt endure: but, in the midſt of all 
theſe troubles, I conſole myſelf in the 
fixed reſolution, that I neyer will wed 


the man whom 1 diſlike, nor, on his 
account, endanger my temporal happi- 
neſs, and injure my conſcience; no, 

en Mu ſooner, 
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ſooner, at the altar, would I deny him, 
and thus diſappoint every view to my 
ruin, if a parent can, indeed, entertain 
ſuch views: I am ſorry J ſhould har- 
bour ſuch a doubt. Ah! my friend, I 
am diſtracted with many griefs, yet am 
I refolved to bear up under them all, 
and to endeavour at practifing that for- 
titude, which has formerly marked 
characters ſo illuſtrious, as I muſt never 
_ to n ey" walk. 


3 indeed, I ſtill TY 
yet my heart tells me, we never were 


intended for each other. Po not call 


me fuperftitious; yet thus I thought 
when - moſt J eſteemed him, when my 
father admitted his addrefles; and how 
much more now, when ſo many diffieul- 
ties are raiſed to our correſpondence. 
All I now ſeek is, but to be permitted 
to live a fingle life, and, leaving all 
thoughts 
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thoughts of the deſtructive paſhon, to 


endeavour to root my lover from my 


heart, and paſs my days, as formerly, 


in peace and ſweet tranquility. 


Tuis I mult effect, or I muſt be per- 
petually unhappy ; and this effected, I 
muſt not indulge a with beyond it. 


Some, indeed, experience a life that 
glides ſerenely on, undiſturbed by dif- 
ferences, unvexed by contending pal- 
ſions, and, if love poſſeſs their boſoms, 
the ſoft inclination is gratified, and adds 
but to their: happineſs. To me no ſuch 
calm ſcenes, no ſuch agreeable proſpects 
ariſe; the morning of my life is clouded 


with misfortunes, and perpetual unea- 
ſineſs threatens my years as they advance. 
—Theſe are the trials with which Heaven 


has chuſed to prove me, and I muſt 


ſubmit to them; convinced, however, 
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that the all-wiſe diſpoſer of our beings, 

orders nothing in vain, and fully affured, 

that, in one period or other, I ſhall be 

convinced of his bountiful diſpenſations. 

Such are my ſentiments regarding Pro- 

vidence, to whoſe care I muſt commit 

myſelf, for the preſervation at once of 
my innocence and my happineſs. . Adieu! 

amidſt all my misfortunes, Sophia is 
not, nor ever ſhall be, forgotten by her 


E MIL V. 


P. S. Your kind offer of interpoſition 
in my behalf, I muſt abſolutely de- 
cline ; but my. friend may aſſure her- 
ſelf, that, in ſpite of all my notions of 
obedience to my relations, I ſhall never 
ſuffer myſelf to be compelled to an 
union with Sands, while the gift of 
ſpeech furniſhes me with the power of 
denaal ; 
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- denial'; ſince it will be highly inconſiſt- 


„ent with my virtue and honour, to 
plight my vows to a man, with whom I 


can never fulfil the duties of a wife. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


Pran the SAME to the SAME. 


July 24. 

H, Sophy ! my ca ſtill increaſe; 
again I am made cloſe priſoner to 

my chamber ; and Lovegrove, who has 

followed me hither, has again renewed 
his ſollicitations. My tyrannical couſin, 


on the other hand, ſeems to ſuſpe& me 


of ſome deſign of eſcaping, and ſwears 
to confine me till my mother's arrival, 


which is expected in a few days, together 


with the odious Sands. He threatens 
to ſacrifice me.—Lovegrove vows to 
deliver me.—How am I diſtreſſed ! either 
way I muſt do myſelf a violence : yet I 
cannot think of putting myſelf in the 
power of a lover; though I muſt con- 

feſs, 


— ot 2 
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feſs, in proportion as the time approaches, 
I find my ſpirits: fail, and a ſtrange 
tumult ariſe in my boſom. Where all 
this will end, Heaven only knows. 


it 


1 — 


July 25. 

Ou! Sophy Oh! my friend, to mor- 
row brings the hated ſuitor hither; and 
if he comes I am loſt; for it is reſolved. 
F am to be dragged to the altar, where 
it alone remains for me to refuſe him: 
who knows how my weak fpirits may 
ſupport me in that hour ; who knows 
whether advantage may not be taken of 
my confuſion to make me ſay I know 


not what, and to confirm me for ever 
miſerable! 


Lovzcrove is diſtracted; again he 
1s reſolved on force, and the ſcene of 
marriage may yet be changed to a ſcene 
of blood, if I find not the means to 
pacify him; and this can only be done 

H 6. „ 
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by ſeeing him perſonally. At laſt, my 
friend, I yield then to his perſuaſioas, 
forced, as Iam, by the cruel treatment 
of my friends, and thoſe who ought to 
protect me, to concert meaſures for 
their ſafety and my own, with a lover 
whom they have rejected. Hey 

Tous, who alone has been able to 
furniſh me with the means of correſpon- 
dence with you, has undertaken to pre- 
pare matters for the interview. He is 
ſo far from being ſuſpected, that he is 
| employed by my coulin, and has at. all 
times free acceſs to me. In the duſk of 
the, evening, Mr. Palliot will be abſent. 
And he will take that opportunity of 
bringing us together in the garden. My 
heart -palpitates with an uncommon 
vibration; and, when the hour of our 
meeting arrives, I fear I ſhall not have 
the reſolution to ſee him, Oh! that 

B ad \ „ *'* Sophia 
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Sophia were here to counſel and conſole 
me! For it is likely, that, upon this caſt, 
will depend my future fortunes. Freſh 
doubts ariſe in my breaſt; freſh anxieties 
diſtract me. Should he renew his pro- 
poſal of carrying me off with him No 
—that I cannot conſent to; but any 
other expedient, that may preſerve my 
happineſs, without endangering my vir- 
tue or reputation, I muſt now liſten to; 
and witneſs, Heaven ! that whatever be 
the event of this meeting, it is not 
chargeable on me, who ſeek it not, but 
am compelled to it againſt my deſire and 
inclination.— I had a brother once; but 
he lived not to ſee his ſiſter's diſtreſſes; 
he might be a protection, a ſafeguard to 
me at this critical time. Vou, the ſiſter 


of my choice, though not of nature, 


you are too far off from me, and I am 
left alone to bear up under theſe evils, 
and 
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and to ſteer, I know. not whither, * 
the rough torrent of _ 

FAREw EIL my Sophia; when next you 
hear from me, and before I can receive 
any anſwer to this ſcrawl, my fate will 
be determined, and the dreadful criſis 
over, that muſt determine the fate of 
your diſtreſſed 


EMILIA. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


The Lord 10 Francis LOV E- 
RO VE, Eſq. 


July 22. 


HOUGH I approve, my dear 
kinſman, of your reſolutions to 
deliver Miſs Creſwel from her difficul- 
ties, I would, methinks, have you be 
very delicate in the manner of perform- 
ing this ſervice, leſt you injure the per- 
fon whom you would oblige::—-nor can 
I, by any means, conceive the reaſon why 
you have renewed your connexions with 
your old diſcarded friend, the baronet. 
Sir Harry is a young man whoſe wild- 
neſs can by no means permit him, as I 
think, to act the part of a real and a con- 
ſtant friend: his conduct is not worthy 
of 
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of your imitation, nor can his example 
be any ways profitable. It is true, he 
poſſeſſes a kind of flaſhy wit, which is 
the mere tinſel ornament of a light and 
unſteady mind; but this, as it ſeldom 
leads him to any truly Juſt obſerva- 
tions; ſo neither does it give him any 
great aſſiſtance in his conduct through 
life, which has ever been imprudent 
and blameable. 


Lapy Cxciiia, now ſo much his 
friend, uſed often, with that ill-natured 
wit ſo common to her, to ſay, That Sir 
Harry Verney was like a dial, which, 
though it pointed out to others how the 
day paſſed, was yet inſenſible to the 
truth itſelf: and there was ſomething 
very bright in the conceit ;—however, 
they are now, as it ſeems, joined in league 
once more; though it will be ſtrange, 
conſidering their tempers, if they con- 

tinue 
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tinue long ſo.—1 muſt own, I thought 
you had long ſince dropped their unpro- 
fitable acquaintance. 


As to Emily, if you bring her off, 
you may diſpoſe her at my houſe in 
town, which yon may command as your 
own. L have an old houſe-keeper whoſe 
attendance will there be beſtowed on her. 
But beware of quarrels, which may ter- 
minate in bloodſhed ; and beware, alſo, 
I once more warn you, how you endan- 
cer the fame of her whom you intend ta 


make your wife; and remember, that 


there is nothing more tenderly delicate 
than a woman's character; I ſpeak this 
only by way of caution. Methinks I 
long to wiſh you joy of your ſucceſs; and, 
afterwards, I have a ſecret of ſome im- 
portance to communicate, which muſt, 
till then, reſt concealed in the breaſt of 
your kinſman | 2 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


FRAN CIS Lovetcrove, Eſq. to Sir 


HARRY VERNEY. 


July 27. 
AT laſt, my dear baronet, the 
| ſcheme is effected; I have not 


leiſure, from my raptures, to tell 
you how. 


Surren it to ſay, that I have won 
wy Emily, and borne her off without 
any ſkirmiſh or ſiniſter accident, by 
the greateſt good luck imaginable. 
The lovely, trembling maid is with 
me now; though ſhe little thinks to 
whom I am writing. 


TiME 
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+ Tims only permits me to add, that 
I wiſh to be remembered to lady Cæcilia, 

and that Jam now, as ever, moſt ſin- 
cerely yours, | 


LOVEGROVE, 


LET- 
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LETTER 
dir HARRY VERNEY to FRAN- 
cis Lovtcrov E, Eſq. 


July 27. 
APPLAUD me, Frank, cry up 


your Emily into your poſſeſſion. But 
I muſt not be too. proud; for lady 
Cæcilia puts in her claim for a ſhare 
in the glory of this action. How, ſay 

you, ſhall we allow her claim? I think 
Vue muſt. | But pry'thee, friend, what 
doſt thou intend, now thou. haſt her in 
thy power, if it be a fair queſtion? 


Not to marry her, I hope, circum- 


ſtanced, 


my fame to the ſkies, for thus 
putting vou into a method of getting 
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ſtanced as ſhe now muſt be—Indeed, 
1 think thou wilt be much to blame, 
if thou doſt not contrive to win her at 
a more eaſy rate. Her ladyſhip ſays, 
ſhe is ſure the girl will be ready 
enough now to ſurrender upon terms ; 
and ſo, indeed, one ſhould reaſonably 
imagine. | 


Fer I muſt own, Frank, J expect 
little elſe than rebukes from thy roman- 
tic ſpirit for theſe hints; but even do 
as it ſhall ſeem good in thine own eyes 
for it 1s no buſineſs of Harry's; if it 
were, I know where thoſe delicate arms 


would be twining are long; but—mum 


—] ſpeak no more. Thou haſt now 
thy wiſh in thy power, Do not, like 


a froward child, throw away the play- 


thing thou haſt ſo long cried after, 
and then lament the loſs when it 1s 
too 
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too late; or if thou doſt all this, let 
thy folly be upon thy own head; it will 
be unneceſſary to hold any further con- 
ſultations on the matter with —_ 


HARRY VERNEY, 
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LETTER XII. 


Mi EMILIA Creswer to Miſs Sornra 


HOWARD. 


; July 29. 
T length, my dear, the dye is 

caſt; at length, oh! how ſhall 
1 tell it! I am departed from my cou- 
ſin's houſe, and, ſhame to my weakneſs, 
have been obliged to do what all along 
I have refuſed, to throw myſelf into the 
protection of Mr. Lovegrove. I know 
you will acquit me, when you hear the 
circumſtances of the affair; but I believe 
it is more than I ſhall do myſelf. I have 
fled, indeed, from my confinement, 
but have not got rid of my unhap- 
pineſs. 


Iv 
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In the evening of the day on which laſt 
I. wrote to you, Thomas attended me, 
and, muffling me up in a long horſeman's 
cloak, clapped a man's laced hat upon 
my head, and conducted me into the 
garden, where Mr. Lovegrove waited 
for me behind a ſummer-houſe. It 
is needleſs to repeat to you the ceremony 
of our meeting, which, on his part, 
was carried on with all the warmth ima- 


ginable; on mine with a ſhyneſs which, 
at that time, was far from being affected. 
 —After much diſcourſe on my ſitu- 


ation, he propoſed; my going off with 
him immediately; which, when I flatly 


denied, and commanded him to mention 


it no more, if he intended I ſhould any 


longer continue the conference, he heav- 


ed a deep ſigh, and ſaid, he feared 
J was endeavouring to render myſelf 
unhappy, and ſhould repent when it 
was too late. I then aſked him, if he 
knew 
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knew of any other means whereby J 
might be delivered from my confine- 
ment, and from marrying the man whom 
] diſliked, © you have another guardian, 
ſaid he, would the time permit I might 
go immediately and ſend him to your 
relief.“ Nor this, ſaid I, could I admit 
of at any rate. I know not then,” he 
replied, * what remains, but for you to 
© refuſe him at the altar; a taſk, I fear, 
extremely difficult, and likely to be 
attended with the moſt difagreeable 
conſequences.” While he was pro- 
ceeding to enumerate them, and moſt 
paſſionately painting his fears for me, 
obſerving a man walk acroſs the garden, 
he drew us towards the gate, which was 
open, and adviſed us to'paſs it in order 
to ſcreen ourſelves from view. 


0 
0 


- 


In the 


mean time pulling the door after him, 
the more effectually to hide us, the ſpring 
lock ſuddenly. caught, leaving the ky 

Vor. I. I 


Witnin- 
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within-ſide. , Mr. Lovegrove firſt took 
notice of it, and, with much concern, 
rebuked Thomas for his careleſſneſs, 
who, was now ſent round to * the 
855 on che inſide. | 


— 0 * 1 a Jong white I grew 
very uneaſy, and Mr. Lovegrove ſeemed 
to ſhare in my diſcompoſure. But as 


we now ſtood expoſed to the fight of any 


who might paſs by, he perſuaded me to 
retire to a little incloſure bard by, where 
he had often waited for anſwers to his 
letters. A little cottage ſtood in the 
midſt of it, which, as it began ſuddenly 


to rain and thunder, I was prevailed on 


to enter; Where we waited two hours for 
Thomas's return. At length he came, 
looking very wildly and much diſcon- 
certed. It was a long time before he 
informed us of the cauſe. At laſt he 
declared, that my couſin had returned 


in 
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in the very moment he went round to 
open the gate; and added, that he had 
detained him on buſineſs almoſt ever 
ſince. What renders this matter 
« worſe,* ſaid he, is, that, in the 
mean time, your mother and Sands 
© arrived, They have actually miſſed 
«you; and your return will now be 
* 1mpracticable.* I fell into an agony of 
paſſion, raving and beating my breaſt, 
calling both my lover and him baſe de- 
ceivers : but returning reaſon ſhewed this 
rage was vain; and I ſoon found that 
this accident, together with my own 
imprudence, had now thrown me entire- 
ly upon my lover's honour ; who, that 
night, conveyed me to an houſe many 
miles diſtant, in an adjoining county, 
where I now remain; he viſiting me 
only at ſuch times as I judge proper, 
and behaving, to all appearance, in an 
unexceptionable manner. Yet, Sophy, 
11 I am 
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I am unhappy. And tell me, my friend, 
think you not that this ſcheme was pur- 
poſely laid to decoy me away ? Love- 
grove proteſts it was not; but how far 
ought J to believe a man ſo blinded with 
his own paſſions, as he confeſſes him- 
felf. This, I am certain, that he could 
not, however, conceal his joy for an 
accident which oppreſſed me with 
ſorrow. 


Lr thus to the mercy of a lover, and 
loſt entirely to my relations, how ought 
I to proceed? Mr. Lovegrove preſſes 
me to take a journey with him to the 
North, and there to be married with all 
expedition; but paſſion is ever ſelfiſh, 
and it 1s not by him that I muſt be deter- 
mined in this matter. I have no impar- 
tial friend but yourſelf to adviſe with, 
in this exigency; give me then your 
aounſel, for I greatly ſtand in need of 

rg | It, 
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it. Shall I liſten to the man whom I 
have already entruſted but too far, or 
ſhall I write to my relations, and, now I 
am removed from their power, endea- 
vour at bringing them to reaſon ? I muſt 
own the latter I am more inclined to ; 
ſince I would attempt, if poſſible, to 
juſtify my own conduct, and even, on 
certain terms, return again to my duty, 
could I be again received. Write then, 
my dear Sophia, and haſten with your 
friendly advice to aſſiſt your 


EMILY, 


| 
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LETTER XIII. 


Miſs | Sr Hovan 5, to Miſt 


0 Kiev. 


Jah 31. 


| FILL you not be angry with 
me, my dear, if I ſhould con- 


* you on your eſcape, which, 
I own, ſituated as you were, I cannot 


but think an happy one: only reflect a 
little, if you had waited but a few; ſhort 
hours, what conſequences might have 
enſued. You would certainly have been 
forced to church, where, amidſt ſighs, 
tears, agonies, and faintings, you muſt 


either have been conſtrained to give your 
hand to the man whom you deteſt, and 
n have purchaſed to yourſelf future 


miſery, 
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miſery, or you mult publicly have deni- 
ed, and called, as it were, the world to 
witneſs that diſobedience, as you term 
it, which, now, none but thoſe imme- 
diately concerned in the matter, you may 
depend, are made acquainted with.— 
Think, Mifs Creſwel, with all your 
fortitude in other matters, how unequal 
you muſt have been to ſuch a trial! Do 
you not tremble at the very conſideration 
of it! Or what if, ſtung to madneſs, 
and agitated. by a deep deſpair, your 
Lovegrove had interfered, and, as you 
ſeemed to hint, oppoſed force with force; 
what then would have been your ter- 
rors, and where e the mnt eren 
ende? Wes 001 9 T 


> 


OW you b u. eker do not enhigle 
all that has happened was'preconcerted ? 
What if it were, as it will anſwer, moſt 
: nn a good end, that ſignifies lit- 
SS © ties 
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tle; yet 1 muſt on, I ſee nothing in 
all this which might not, in the common 
courſe of things, have happened with- 
out any art or contrivance. However 
that may be, you muſt endeavour to 
make the beſt; of what is now paſt recal; 

and this, I think, a, prudence like yours 
will naturally ſuggeſt. - To write to your 
friends at preſent, my dear, I ſhould 
imagine will only tend more to inflame 
them; and, conſidering your minority, 
may ſtill. endanger your repoiez but to 


Sir George Trenchard, were I in your 
caſe, I would write immediately, and 


ſollicit his advice and aſſiſtance. When 
one guardian. has behaved tyrannically, 
none can be a more proper perſon to 
apply or complain to than the other. 
But, after all your exclamation, Emily, 
are you really diſſatisfied with the hands 
you are fallen into ? Lovegrove is a man 


of honour, I believe: and now allow - 


me 
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me to aſk, my fair friend, if you have 
forgotten the impreſſion he once made 
upon you? Does not your heart dance 
at his name. Come, confeſs now, or I 
ſhall think you guilty of a ſmall piece 
of prudery; for what has the man done, 
ſince firſt he paid his addreſſes to you, 
to render him leſs lovely in your fight ? 
—You muſt excuſe me now, my dear, 
theſe little ſallies; and, to ſpeak ſeriouſly, 
indeed, I ſhould be ſurprized to find 
your regard for Lovegrove cooled by 


thoſe very means which would more 


ſtrongly recommend hm to another. 
—] cannot ſee, indeed, that your caſe 


is any way deplorable at preſent, and 1 
have ſuch faith in your conduct, that 1 
doubt not but you will make all your 


troubles end in your happineſs at laſt. 


My friend has no faults but over- 


delicacy, and a too rigid virtue: if expe- 
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rience remove not theſe, then have I 4 

much worſe opinion of the world than 

it deſerves. Farewel, my dear Emily; 

may every bleſſing of Heaven attend 

8 you, and may all your ſorrows be repaid 

| with a long ſeries of well deſerved, pure 

= and unallayed happineſs ! Such are, and 
ſuch will ever be, the wiſhes of your 
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Mia ens 8 to FRA NS 


LovEORO VE, Eſq. 
Auguſt, 1. 


OUR behaviour; Sir, to our 

family, in carrying off my cou- 
ſin, has been ſuch as deſerves the ſeve- 
reſt chaſtiſement ; and ſuch you had cer- 
tainly met with, if you had not been 
mean enough to diſguiſe yourſelf, and 
wound us in the dark. — Vet think not 
to paſs unnoticed. If you deliver not 
back. your theft, you will hear of it in 
ſuch a manner as you will not like. As 
you durſt not have done this openly, 


neither dare you juſtify it when per- 


petrated, which I will take care you 


T6 ſhall 
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ſhall be called upon to do.—Depend on 


it, no retreat ſhall hide, no diſguiſe 
ſcreen you, from the anger of 


-  PALLIOT, 


P. 8. You may inform your para- 
mour, that her mother is taking the 
proper methods. to * her back to 
her duty. ä | 
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LETTER XIII. 


Miſs A. WiLL1s to Miſs HARIE T. 


Auguſt 3. | 


VO furprize me, my dear Nancy, 

with your ſtory of Miſs Creſwel 
does this elopement comport with the 
other parts of her character ? In parti- 
cular, can it be reconciled with the 
implicit obedience ſhe has been ſaid to 
profeſs to the command of her father? 
— Though, indeed, I muſt own they 
have happened in this caſe a little unrea- 
ſonable, and ſuch as few young women, 
I believe, would have complied with, 


if any means were left them to avoid 


the evil. 
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Bur has not Mr. Barclay interfered 
in all this matter? If he has, indeed, 
forgotten me for Miſs Creſwel, how 
comes it that he can endure to hear of 
her being thus borne off by another ? 
It is true, I have ſome reaſons to ſuſ- 
pect my Barclay's affections being fixed 
on that lady; yet, by all the accounts I 
have heard, even ſhe herſelf is ignorant 
that they are ſo. How ſtrange are his 
proceedings, and what can he promiſe 
himſelf by ſuch a conduct? Am TI for- 


ſaken, then, for a mere phantom? Does 


his affection for me give place to an 
imaginary one, which, if his heart has 


conceived, his tongue is afraid to utter. 


Bur why do 1 argue thus, or what 
matters it to me, thus deſerted, why I am 
forſaken ? Since it is but too plain that 
he has withdrawn his affections, what 
imports it to me on whom they are 
placed? 
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Tr, Nancy, bear with my weakneſs, 
when I declare, that I never hear Miſs 
Creſwel's name mentioned, good as ſhe 
is, without diſguſt. Paſſions, like theſe, 
few, indeed, the frailty of human 
nature, yet often do we ſtrive to conquer 
them in'vain.—How painful will be the 
victory to me! yet, my dear, I am, I 
think: am, reſolved to effect it. 


- I Mus, at the ſame time, do Mr. 
Barclay's character that juſtice to own, 
that he is not, nor ever was, under any 
engagements to me. His affections 
towards me, I muſt likewiie confeſs, 
were far from being warm; yet, by my 
aſſiduities to pleaſe, and the effect my 
tenderneſs had upon his grateful tem- 
per, I had reaſon to think, at leaſt, that 
J had made myſelf agreeable to him; 
and, indeed, he uſed to ſpeak tenderly 
of me, till at laſt, having ſeen Miſs 
Creſwel, 
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Creſwel, he has ſuddenly retired, and 
endeavoured to make both me and him- 
ſelf unhappy. 


4. nul my dear, amidſt my own 
troubles, I cannot but pity him ; who 
ſeems, like me, to have been. born for 
misfortunes. Is this the lot of the good, 
or do we not ſeek to make our own 
miſeries? Ah! my dear, too ſurely we 
do, and to purchaſe trouble is generally 
the effect of human Ne | 


| Born to be ſuſceptible of the tender 

paſſions, I feel, but too acutely, pains, 
which, perhaps, I aſſiſt in heightening ; 
and, drawn out as a very pattern of per- 
fection to others, my Barclay ſeems to 
be a perpetual ſource of uneaſineſs to 
el 


Bur tell me, Nancy, does he con- 
tinue {till the ſame, and do you obſerve 


—  —— 
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obſerve no alteration in his conduct? for | g 


ſtill I muſt be curious concerning him; 
can thoſe who know him cenfure my 


ET 


—— 


weakneſs ?—Oh ! my dear, my heart is L 

pierced even now with athouſand wounds; Ti 
—[love—Idoubt—lIfear—yet conſcious "nn 
ſhame forbids me to urge that paſſion, i 
which once I thought 1 might have T0 


gloried in.ä—Pity me, Nancy, pity your 1 ; ö | 
friend; for none ſure was ever a greater Ti 


object of — chan your | 1 ö 


ARABELLA. 
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LETTER XIV. 
Mr. CLEVELAND to Miſs * 5 HARLEY, 


Auguſt ” 


INDEED, my ne Nancy, the 
taſk which you have ſet me is no 


* one; but, to gratify your wiſhes, 


what is there that I would not accom- 


Pliſh ?—Miſs Creſwel ſtill retains her 


delicacy—Virtue, in her, ſeems to be a 
natural and conſtitutional quality, which 
no circumſtances can alter, no accidents 


efface.: 


Tnar ſhe ſhould thus throw herſelf 
into Lovegrove's arms, I muſt on, at 
firſt, ſurprized me ; but when I conſi- 


dered the occaſions ſhe had for that 


Ae raſh action, I could no longer 
blame 
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blame her; and my wonder was only, 
that ſhe did not do it ſooner. 


YET in ſo prudent a manner does ſhe 
carry herſelf, that, as I find, ſhe is no 
more in her lover's power, than when 
ſhe was in her. mother's houſe ; neither 
does he pretend to take any greater 
liberties with her now, than when firſt 
he knew her. The praiſe which ſhe has, 
ſhe appears highly to deſerve. - Can it 
be conſiſtent with ſuch a character, how- 
ever forced into . meaſures not entirely 
eligible, to entertain at once two lovers, 
and to give encouragement both to 
Lovegrove and Mr. Barclay? I think 
not. But the queſtion remains. to be 
decided; and no care ſhalt be wanting, 
on my part, to. inveſtigate it. 


Bur when, my dear Nancy, am I 
to hope for the ſame liberty of converfing 
with 


— —ä—ä—ͤ—ͤ—— —— — — — — 
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with you, which once I enjoyed. Re- 
member that love is a very impatient 
paſſion, and too eager to ſubſiſt upon 
phantoms.—I am abſolutely tired of this 


diſtance, which I have been conſtrained 
to keep, from her which my ſoul doats 


on, Haſten then to deviſe ſome means 
of relief. What, can the rigid votaries of 
decorum allow ſo much to love, and 
can you, who have often expreſſed your 
diſlike to the prudes of your ſex; can 


you affect to remain thus indifferent to 


one, whoſe vows. you once liſtened to 


Ah, Nancy! Every moment ſtrength- 
ens my increaſing paſſion, and, though 
pining in abſence, yet adds freſh fuel to 
the fire that confumes me. Your father 
15 certainly a ſenſible man, and, as ſuch, 


he certainly muſt, in the end, approve 


my paſſion, or produce his reaſons for 
diſcouraging 


Tus HAPPY DISCOVERY. 189 


diſcouraging my ſuit. —He loves you 
with a fond affection. Be it your part, 
therefore, to endeavour, by filial en- 
dearments, to reconcile him to your 
love. If you doated like me, ſurely 
you could not be fatisfied with this 
diſtant correſpondence. My life, my 
love, endeavour once more to gain per- 
miſſion for my nearer addreſſes; for on 
that permiſſion depends the happineſs 
of your 
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LETTER XIV. 
Doctor HanlEx to Mr. Goopin, 


| Auguſt 5, 


E S, my friend, it is too certain 
Mr. Barclay has added to his other 
'griefs, that of a hopeleſs love. — His 


delicacy of mind completes his misfor- 
tunes, and he has even now ſeen her, 
for whom he entertains this paſſion, 
throw herſelf into the arms of another. 
Nay, it is even probable that this lady 
knows not of his regard for her: and, 
circumſtanced as he is, it is probable he 
will not be very forward in making a 
declaration of his ſentiments to her. He 


has many other ſorrows, too, to engroſs 


his attention, which are, of themſelves, 
ſufficient to excite his grief. There 
needed 
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needed not this to augment them. At 
his earneſt requeſt, J have again returned 
to him, and am likely, more than ever, 
to ſhare his confidence. This, indeed, 
rejoices me ; for, being long accuſtomed 
to him, nature has made me, as it were, 
his foſter-father, and I have conceived 
little leſs than a parental affection for 
him. Vet there are ſubjects, Sir, on 
which, as no doubt you are ſenfible, the 
deareſt friend, the neareſt relation may 
not care to dwell; and this ſeems to be 
the caſe before us. A blameable nicety 
in my friend and former pupil, renders 
it inconceivably diſagreeable for me to 
talk to him, on certain ſubjects which 1 
am well aſſured it muſt give him pain to 
hear diſcuſſed. Yet would I, if poſſible, 
break him of theſe niceties; but, alas! 
ſuch is the frailty of human nature, that 
our virtues and weakneſſes, often ariſing, 
as it were, from the ſame root, it proves 
difficult 
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difficult to remove the former, without 
giving a ſhock to the latter, —It is appa- 
rent how vainly we ſeek for perfection 
among mortals ; but, for a model of 
man, ſuch as he is in his preſent imper- 


felt ſtate, ſurrounded with temptations, 


and full of weakneſſes; I know not 
one that approaches nearer to the pat- 
tern of virtue, than does my Barclay: 
and if the character given of Miſs 
Creſwel be a juſt one, I think ſhe is 
for a woman what he is for a man, 
What pity, then, that two ſuch amiable 
beings ſhould not be united, for their 
own good, and for the benefit of the 
human ſpecies. —But this there is little 
hope will ever be the caſe. Love- 


grove, I find, is paſſionately fond. of 


Miſs Creſwel, and ſhe muſt, certainly 


have a great partiality for the man 


with whom ſhe could elope from her 
friends. On the whole, I ſee nothing 
that 
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that remains for Mr. Barclay, but to 


endeavour - to forget a perſon with 
whom he is never likely to be united, 
and to pour into all his other wounds, 
that balm of patience which is the only 


remedy for irretrievable misfortunes. 


He lives ſtill honoured and beloved by 
his friends, and he muſt learn to forget 


thoſe diſgraces and inconveniences, to 
which his family ſubjected themſelves, 


by a miſplaced attachment to an explod- 


ed family. He has been alrcady told, 
that the title he is heir to may be con- 
ferred on him, with the remainder of 
his eſtate, if he will ſollicit it; but he 
ſeems deſirous of neither. It will be, 
indeed, a great thing if he can be 
prevailed on to return once more among 
his friends, and ſhare the pleaſures 
af ſadiety, to which he is an orna- 


ment. If you, Sir, unite your endea- 


VOL. I. K vours 


294 Tus HAPPY DISCOVERY. 


vours with mine, it is not, however, 
impoſſible but that we may accompliſh 
this deſirable end, which will give the 


greateſt ſatisfaction to your 
TH4 2 2 
HARLEY. 
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Mr, BARCLAx to Dr. HARLEY. 


Auguſt 10. 


| Confeſs, my dear friend, my guide 


and preceptor; I confeſs that I have 


diſſembled even with you in this matter; 
but think not this diſſimulation aroſe 


from a want of confidence in you. No! 


-I am too well acquainted with the 
virtues of Dr. Harley. Perhaps I choſe 
not to make him uneaſy at an evil which 
it was not in his power to remedy ; per- 
haps, too, I could not teach my pen to 


write, or my tongue to utter, what 1 


thought it was blameable in me to con- 
ceive, and ſuppoſed, that, the leſs I di 
courſed on my unhappy paſſion, the 
more likely I ſhould be to conquer it. 

K 2 BuT 
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Bor you are now acquainted with the 


ſecter, and you are alſo acquainted with 
my citcumſtances, which ſurely would, 
of themſelves, render i it highly inprdpel | 


for me to addreſs Mifs Creſwel as a 
lover. But there are yet other, and 
thoſe. more obvious, reaſons: Love- 


grove's prior preterifions her prepoſſeſ. 


fion in his favour, and her preſent ſitua- 


tion. Farther, it is neceſſary to inform 


you, that ſhe has never heard a word of 
my paſſion, unleſs, indeed, the know- 
ledge of it may have reached her Tom 
forme other l 5 


Ir would be unjuſt and RO in me 
to diſturb the little peace which ſhe now 
enjoys with a tale of that kind; and 
it is what, Even though 1 were aſſured 
of ſucceſs, I thitik, I could never bring 
"myſelf to do. If I regard her, I muſt 

e an eye to her happineſs, otherwiſe 
Ning eint muſt 
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muſt all the love I profeſs to bear her, 
centre at laſt in fe/f: this is a charge 
which 1 hope will never be brought 
againſt me with juſtice. If it is the 
will of Heaven that I ſhould be unhap- 
py, I can yet ſee no reaſon for involving 
others in my wretchedneſs. No;—If 
I muſt ſuffer, let me ſuffer alone, and 
let me, at leaſt, have the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing others happy.. 


My brother's death, too, hangs heavy 


on my ſpirits; though divided by ſeas 
and vaſt continents from him, I cannot 
forget the ties of affection.ä—My father, 
likewiſe, as I find by my laſt letters from 


France, is ſick, May Heaven prolong 


his life for better days. Alas! at one 
time, I promifed myſelf that I ſhould 
be ſo happy as to ſee him return, toge- 
ther with my brother, and once more 
unite himſelf to his countrymen and 

K 3 friends. 
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friends. The purſuing ſword has long 
fince been ſheathed in Britain, and the 
ſcene of civil horror, and its conſequen- 
ces, civil puniſhments, long ſince cloſed. 
My father would be received with joy 
by every one; but his ſpirit has ever 
been high, and he dreaded the word ſub- 
miſſion, where it meant little elſe than a 
mere form, and refuſed to yield to my 
intreaties. Yourſelf excepted, I was 
commanded to inform no one that he 
was living; and thus has he died to all 
ſocial enjoyments - Rigid penance!— 
Unhappy 6 © 


H1s illneſs now prevents me from 
preſſing him farther on the ſubje& ;— 
and, thus diſappointed in all my views, 
I know not what better I can do, than, 
like him, to retire from a world where 
cannot reaſonably expect any waa 
tent ſhare on felicity. 

\ Ir, 
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Irx, in my native country, I cannot 
remain thus ſequeſtered from the cares 


of life, I will withdraw to the continent: 
I had, indeed, long ſince joined my 


. father in his retirement, but that he 


abialutely forbade it: yet I can goa 
voluntary exile to any of the neighbour- 
ing countries; the world is wide enough 
to receive me, and I may, perhaps, en- 
joy in ſolitude that Peace which I have 
failed to meet with in ſociety. But 
Doctor Harley blames this reſolution. 
Can he point out to me any command of 
Heaven againſt it? Have not many holy 


and pious men, whoſe example I ſhall- 
never equal, retired from the world, 


and ſpent their days in ſolitude and devo- 
tion? Were they blameable ? Were 
they cenſured? If not, why then am I 


reproached with ſinning againſt Nature 
in forming this reſolution 2—Bur, grant- 


ing that I return to the metropolis, and 
ms mix 
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mix Wick the crowds that fir the yy, I 


city, « or "the ſple ndid court, if fäl. carry 


the ſame opinions with me, am I not 
Ang le amongſt the concourfe of numbers, g 
and alone in the midſt of populous aſſem- 
blies? Knows not Dr. Varley, that the 


mind has à wonderful power in creating | 
to itſelf 1 leafure'or pain, and in turning 

palaces i 8 deſarts, and the lonely ſhade * 
ing the walks of ſociety? Often have 1 
experienced this power T ſpeak of. It 


is che gift of Nature, and 1 muſt not de- 


ſpiſe it: To her commands I would ever 
be obedient: who follows her dictates, 
treads in the paths of right; Who diſo- 
beys her, deviates into theſe * well 
and madneſs.” ai DEE £1 Of IgE 
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learned them from ydu- Are they juſt” 


ones ? Submit then to the forte of | 


your own NEVE, hays” cs. and 
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my friend, let me aſſure you, that, if it 
be in the power of any man, but my 
father, to make life agreeable to me, 
and to recal me to the pleaſures of - 
ſociety, you are that man, and ſtill L 
rejoice in your advice, ſtill hang upon 
your counſel. Conſider only what has 
been faid : form then your opinions, 
and give your advice accordingly. It 
ſhall not be faid, that I am too obſtinate 
to attend to reaſon. - I will examine what 
you ſay, and reſolve accordingly. This: 
method you. may remember to have- 
inſtructed me to practiſe; it was thus you 
firſt taught me ſcience and the moral 
truths ; it was thus you firſt formed my- 
mind to religion and virtue. By ſuch 
free methods of arguing, by ſuch candid. 
examinations alone, can men expect to- 
arrive at any eminent degree of know- 
ledge in our contracted ſphere. I could. 
ſay much upon this ſubject, but am 
K5 inrerrupted 
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interrupted by the feelings of my heart, 


which muſt naturally call off my atten-- 
tion. — Once more ta yourſelf, Dr. Har- 
ley, do I appeal. Adviſe me as a 
friend, and, where I may. haye been 


wrong, fail not to rebuke me as a 


parent, aſſured that, T ſhall receive the 
check, with kindneſs, as I am affured 
| that you will ſay nothing which you do 


not mean ſhould tend to the rr 
K your 2 : 
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Very. extraordinary affair this, in- 
deed, as you relate it, madam, 


= ſuch an action as I did not think 


Miſs Creſwel would have been guilty of. 
However, it is poſſible you were too 
harſh with her. ler temper ſeems no“ 
formed to bear any violence.—You will 
excuſe me, madam, I only fay, perhaps 
it was ſo : but I can by no means excuſe 
my kinſman's daring outrage, to whom 
I ſhall write my mind very iat upon 


® In anſwer to a letter not inſerted here. 
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this ſubje&t.—I ſhould be glad to know, 
| — yourſelf, madam, where 

n the young man ſo much diſabliged 
wk as to be forbidden coming to your 
houſe, to which he ſo frequently reſorted 
in the late Mr. Creſwel's time, and paid 
his addreſſes freely to your daughter, 
which then were not ill- received on any 
hand. Pardon me, madam, I doubt 
not but you may have had your reaſons 
for ſuch a conduct; and, at a time like 
this, perhaps, it may not be amiſs to 
produce them, in juſtification of your- 
ſelf to the world, before we een 
any farther in this matter. 


1 THINK, too, the young lady ſhould 


be ſollicited to a voluntary return before 


any violent meaſures are taken.—To 
this purpoſe, I will engage a friend of 
mine, who delights in doing good, to 
endeavour at perſuading her to a com- 
pliance. 


a 4s » 
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pliance. If thatſhould fail, it will then 
be time enough to proceed to take other 
meaſures; In the interim, I will write 
to my kinſman, and lay my injunctions 
on him; (backed with the good lord 
B. s) which I have no doubt but he 
will regard, to proceed no farther in 
this matter, and to prepare him to give 
up the lady, whoſe confidence I am till 
perſuaded he will be honourable enough 
not to abuſe, by any mean attempts to 
ſedluce her from virtue. I _ de ref- 
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mulling cas Auguft 20. 


C AV. E received heavy complaints 
from Sir Robert Trenchard, nephew, 
of your proceedings with reſpect to Mils 
Creſwel; which, though I cannot fay 1 
blame ſo much as he does, yet I UE 


wiſh had been carried on in another 


manner : nor can I think of your ſteal- 


ing and patching up a marriage ſo clan- 


deſtinely as you ſeem to hint at. No 
There may yet be methods taken, to 
enſure the lady yours, and to join, | 


with you in the face of the world. T he 
worſt that can happen will amount to 
no more than a twelvemonth's delay. 


By 
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By that time ſhe will be of age; and, 
in the interim, if ſhe dreads any mal- 
treatment from her mother and her cou- 
ſin, we may contrive to let her reſide 
with Sir Robert, who is (notwithſtand- 
ing all he has ſaid) inclined to favour. 
your ſuit, if you would carry it on pro- 
perly.—I would have you, therefore, 
give her up, but not to her mother-in- 
law, nor her inſulting company; but, 
after the proper perſons have been con- 
ſulted, to Sir Robert Trenchard. 
Mean-while, I ſuppoſe, I need not cau- 
tion you to guard your fair charge from 
the violent, or inſidious attempts of her 
unnatural relations; nor leſs, I hope, 
need I conjure you not to ſully your 
honour by any baſe attempts on hers, 
which now would be doubly villainous, 
as ſhe is your love and your gueſt, com- 
mitting herſelf to your hoſpitable pro- 
i | tection, 
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rection, and relying on your word, alone, 
for the eres of d bam her: 


I vo not like palliors letter, dc 
carries with it all the air of an aſſaſſin; 
be guarded againſt him, and ſtir not 
without arms; but, above all, be guard- 
ed againſt yourſelf, and let not a blame- 
able heat of temper urge you to the uſe 
of them, unleſs compelled to it for ſelf- 
defence. Believe me, at beſt, that is a 
falſe honour which is acquired by obtain- 
ing the name of a Duelliſt; and the beſt 
and braveſt men are far from being the 
foremoſt, to bathe their weapons im 

the blood of a fellow creature. It is a 
ſayage cuſtom, unknown to the moſt 
polite nations of antiquity; and, dreſs it 
up how you will, it is but a relique of 
Gothic barbariſm. Too true it is, that, 
in fome ſtations of life, a man runs the 

rifque 
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_ riſque of loſing his character, and even 
his ſubſiſtence, ' by refuſing to engage in 
theſe prepoſterous combats ;—but this 
is not your caſe. By triumphing over 
Palliot you can gain little honour; as, at. 
beſt, he is but a peeviſh, ill-natured, 

revengeful boy; but, ſhould he receive 
any injury from your hands, you may 

| ſuffer much inconveniencein conſequence | 

of it.—1 believe you will not find it 

difficult to preſerve your own perſon 
from any danger or inſult, without offer- 
ing any violence to his. But, as for 

Emily, I would have you, as 1 ſaid 

before, place that lovely object of your 

affections in my houſe, and under my 

protection, till it ſhall be ſettled to whom 
to reſtore her. In the mean time, act 
you but up to the dictates of virtue and 

prudence, and fear not an happy event. 
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THANK you, my noble ts. 
for your, friendly admonitions; but 
they came too late, for, after a ſucceſsleſs 
attempt to ſteal my lovely treaſure from 
me whilſt I was abroad, the hot- headed 
Palliot meeting me on my return, fell 
upon me with his ſword, and ſlightly. 
wounded me even before I could draw 
mine, which he no ſooner perceived in 
my hand, than, ſtepping back, he fired a 
piſtol at me, and the ball paſſed through 
my hat ;—1 then forced him to engage 
with me, and, to prevent farther miſchief, 
cloſed 


4 
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cloſed with him, tripped up his heels, 
and diſarmed him. I then threw his 
ſword over a hedge, and left him, bruiſed 
with his fall, but without a wound from 
my weapon, on the ground, to pick 
himſelf up at his leiſure. And thus 
ended the affair, in which, my lord, I 
ſuppoſe, you will not ſay my conduct 
was blameable. 

BED DCD VCR! | 
As to Emily, my honour is her ſureſt 
guard—I ſhall, indeed, ſoon remove her 
but rather to ſome more remote place 
than to your lordſhip's houſe, though I 
am highly obliged to you for the offer. 
I ſhall, in every thing elſe, take your 
friendly advice, nor ſhall 1 haſten the 
marriage in the manner I at firſt pro- 
poſed; for this I have alſo many rea- 
ſons, of which you ſhall be more fully 
acquainted when I myſelf am ſo. When 


your 
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your lordſhip thinks proper, 1 ſhall 
alſo be obliged to you, to communicate' 
to me that ſecret, which you ſay is of 
— to your kinſman 


LOVEGROVE, 
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LETTER bs 


CARLES BarcLay, Eſq. To Miſs 
ARABELLA WILLIS, 


Auguſt 26. 


[RGED as I have been in your 
behalf, Madam, and even by your 
own fair hand, to anſwer your com- 
plaints, I ſhall pour forth before you an 
heart which knows not diſſimulation, 


I sTanD charged with inconſtancy; I 
am accuſed of lighting an amiable 
woman, who eſteems and loves me; 
nay, ſome have charged me with a 
breach of promiſes made, and a light 
eſtimation of plighted vows. But of this 
charge you have yourſelf been pleaſed 
to acquit me. What then remains? 

| : Wherein 
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Wherein am 1 culpable before Miſs 


Willis, or what i is it that 1 muſt do. to 
 fatisfy her! wa 


_ Vexep with..varigus diſappointments 
in the world, I have thoughts of retiring 
from its cares — any one the right 
of forbidding me? I have lately loſt a 
dear friend; I grieve for him: has any 
one the right of being offended :— In 
Mort, 1 am u unfortunate and unhappy : — 
am 1 to be accountable 5 * as fo 
Ir is true, 1 have made returns of 
gratitude to the tenderneſs Which, I muſt 
ſay, 1 haye experienced from Miss Wil- 1 
lis: yet ſhe herſelf is my witneſs, that, 
I never made any declaration « of love to 
her. But it was not in my nature to 
receive kindneſſes without returning a 
fort of tender friendſbip, which, if it 
Was 
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was the lady's misfortune to miſtake for 


love, am I anſwerable for the conſe- 
quences ? 


Bur I will go ſtill farther. IT will 
own that the partiality that Miſs Willis 
entertained for me, was not difagreeable 
to me whilſt I reſided in London; yet 
TI behaved, in all reſpects, as one cau- 
tious of encouraging a tenderneſs, 
which, perhaps, it might not be in his 
power ſuitably to return; and with 
regard to marriage, I believe, I have 
often been heard to ſay, that I looked 
upon myſelf to be ſo ſituated, that I 
could not think for ſome time of enter- 
ing into that ſtate; yet, as a friend, I 
ſhall ever-regard one who has behaved 
to me as you, madam, have done. 


But I come now to the laſt and heavi- 
eſt charge (as it ſhould ſeem) of all. 
PE I] have 
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I have fixed, as it is ſaid, my affections 
on another woman, and deſign to pre- 
ſent to her that heart, and that . ; 
which: are due only to _ 


vp 


| b. EV it be FN WP PAY 
J have ſeen a lady whom I deem worthy 
of my affections; if my eyes have beheld 
a beautiful, virtuous, and accompliſhed 
lady, I cannot conceive there would 
have been any fault in all this. Our 
eyes are apt to rove, nor can we always 
command the affections of our mind. 
Let that I have ſeen ſuch an one, to thoſe 
who have reported it, muſt be mere 
matter of conjecture; but that I have 
never made any declarations of love, 
neyer entered into any contract, nor 
propoſed marriage to any woman, is a 
truth which J am ready to confirm with 
the moſt ſolemn oath; though, had I the 
moſt intimate connexion with any -other 
lady, 
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lady, I cannot fee that Mifs Willis 
would have a right to complain. | 
| On the whole, madam, I am ex- 
tremely ſorry. that any partiality for ſo 
unworthy an object as myſelf, ſhould, 
give you a moment's uneaſinefs ; doubly. 
ſo, rhat it is not in my power for many 
reaſons to return it: And 1 muſt decline 
alſo the intended honour of your viſit, 
leſt my preſence ſhould nouriſh a flame 
which abſence, together with your own 
good ſenſe and ſpirit, can alone be ſup- 
poſed to remove. Call, then, to your 
aid, the laudable pride of your ſex, and 
rejoice to ſhun him, who is ſorry, that, 
from hence- forward, he mutt thug you. 


Yzs, madam, I am content that you 
ſhould forget, or remembering, that you 
ſhould deſpiſe or hate me, ſince it would 
conduce to your peace. I muſt not 

Vor. I. L. ſoothe 
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ſoorhe a paſſon I cannot requite, and 
therefore, for my part, whether] with- 
draw. myſelf from the world, or-whether, 
complying with the ſolicitations of my 
acquaintance, I again ret urn to the eapi- 
tal, ſtill muſt I endeavour to forget one, 
who has hitherto been remembered wich 
n W © a Aide 0 * 
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